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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


IRAN-IRAQ WAR ENTERS NEW STAGE 

Attitudes, Roles of Great Powers 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 345, 1 Oct 83 pp 20-21 
[Article by Salim Nassar] 


[Text] This month the "forgotten war” at the back door of the Arab world 
entered its 4th year. 


It acquired this chracteristic because of the neglect of the great powers 
and the way they have ignored the human and social disasters. Or, one can 
say it is because of the international position, which utilized the war's 
contradictions to “ncrease weapons exports and increase the magnitude of 
consumption, thereby placing the region of the Gulf for 3 years at the brink 
of mobilization and in a state of tension. 


Military experts view this war as a factor which has absorbed the oil-related, 
ideological, political, religious and economic energies which the clash 
between Khomeyni-ism and Saddam-ism has prevented from flooding the most 
important strategic location in the view of the Western world. The states 
concerned have also seen in the war the realization of some of their interests, 
and so they have taken a passive position with regard to it. The United 
States has done this, for example. The United States claims neutrality, 
although it buys oil from one side and ignores the sending of arms shipments 
to both sides. The goal behind this bipartite policy is simply to create 

the circumstances which will stretch out the war's duration, after the 
decisive military factors in the hands of both combatant nations have been 
eliminated. Perhaps the United States will continue playing this game until 
the Ayatollah Khomeyni dies, since it believes that the regular Iranian army 
is still Western in its orientation and attitude. Events might show that 

the army is a basic player capable of directing the shape of things when the 
problem of the succession explodes among the heirs in the future. The Reagan 
administration admits that, in its estimation, the fall of the Shah's regime 
did not get rid of Iran's importance as an ideal strategic location bordering 
on the Soviet Union, with a reserve of oil and a growing human resources 
endownment, and all of it in a country with three times the area and popula- 
tion of Iraq (40 million souls). 











Although the Soviet Union accounts for 70 percent of the weapons exported 

to Iraq, observers believe that it is one of the countries which is deriving 
benefit from this war of attrition. It is true that the blow which descended 
on the communist Tudeh Party in the last 6 months froze the Soviet Union's 
political interaction with Tehran while increasing its economic interaction 
with Iraq. However, its interests have continued to lie in a continuation of 
the exhausting war being waged by the two states. This is because an [ran 
which is bogged down in fighting to the west cannot export revolution to the 
Muslims in the Soviet Union to the north and provide effective military 
support to the rebels in Afghanistan. 


Whenever the Iraqi president meets with a Gulf official, he reminds him of 
the importance of the military role his forces are playing, and he says that 
in his view, his forces are fighting a defensive war on behalf of all the 
neighboring countries. However, this blunt talk has not affected the sense 
of relaxation most Gulf rulers feel. Nor has it affected their conviction 
that L[raq has distracted the L[ranian revolution away from them and stopped 
it from creeping southward. In addition, there is more economic prosperity 
in the Gulf due to the increase in oil production which has deen achieved 

at the cost of a fall-off in exports from both Iran and Iraq. Even Egypt 
has derived benefit from this situation, both politically and economically. 
[t sold a large share of its Soviet arsenal to Iraq for a billion dollars. 
[t also opened a big hole in the wall of its relations with the Arab states, 
after a long boycott which began with the Baghdad conference. Thus, it is 
said that a certain advantage lies in this war for a variety of beneficiaries 
of this exhausting situation which prevents a military solution. 


Recently, the newspaper LE MONDE revealed a military secret when it announced 
that France would turn over to Iraq five Super Etendard aircraft outfitted 
with Exocet missiles. The newspaper also said it had been decided to turn 
over the planes in Bordeaux following the completion of the 14-week training 
course being taken by 30 Iraqi pilots. This news item came out just as 

[raqgi officials announced that they were being forced to practice an aggres- 
sive policy which would impose on Iran the need to change its intransigent 
position. This policy was inaugurated last March with an attack on [ranian 
oil installations and a threat to strike oil tankers headed for Iran. 


Observers think that this policy must be considered an important qualitative 
turning point in the [Iran-Iraq war, and that its results might change the 
positions, despite the danger. Tehran hastened to reply to Baghdad's threat 
by announcing that it would destroy all oil tankers entering the Gulf and 
would close the Straits of Hormuz. If this were to happen, it would mean 
eliminating huge quantities of oil equal to more than 8 million barrels a day. 
This amounts to 18 percent of the oil the Western world consumes each day. 
Therefore, Washington was forced to announce its tacit interest in the threat, 
while indicating it would use military force to open the Straits of Hormuz. 


The [ranian Government condemned the American threats and reminded Keagan 
that he had picked the fruits of Carter's dilemna in Iran. Some members of 
that government went so far as to announce an expansion of the limits of 
revenge. The newspaper THE WASHINGTON POST, through its commentator Phillip 


Geyelin, interpreted that as a warning to Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the UAE, 











which had provided [Iraq with loans valued at $25 billion. The newspaper 

also saw a threat against the [Iraqi oil pipeline which runs through Turkey. 
The speaker of the parliament, Hojjat al-Islam Rafsanjani was quite blunt on 
this matter when he said: "Iran's recent attack in the northern sector of 
lraq was nothing more than preparation for the Islamic group and the l[raqi 
opposition with the goal of blowing up the pi; eline which carries the oil 

to Turkey.” In the face of these conflicting positions, the Turkish military 
government is facing a very difficult situation, in the middle between the 

two warring states. For example, Turkey obtains some oil from Iraq. [The 

oil reaches it through the pipelines, and at low prices. At the same time, 
its commercial exchange with [ran reached $1 billion last year. The Turkish 
Government has become confused about how to delineate its position vis-a-vis 
the two combatant countries. Its confusion increased when Ahmad ‘Aziz, an 
official from the Iranian foreign ministry, told the Turkish newspaper 
CUMHURIYET that his country did not consider the oil pipeline a joint Turkish- 
[Iraqi venture, but a purely Iraqi project. Therefore, he ventured to say that 
the destruction of the pipeline would not amount to an act of hostility 

toward Turkey, from the political point of view, especially since the increase 
in its commerical exchange with [ran would necessarily compensate Turkey for 
the losses it sustained in the form of revenue from Iraqi oil. 


These hints were given just as Iraq was becoming interested in increasing 

the amount of oil it exports to Turkey through this pipeline through the use 
of additional pumps. It is expected that the quantity would rise from 650,000 
barrels a day to 1 million barrels a day. Engineers estimate that the work 
will be completed at the end of this year, because [Iraq is in dire need 

of increasing its oil exports, which amounted to 3.8 million barrels per 

day before the war. 


However, all these dangers seem minor in comparison with the problem with 
France. As a result of the news item published by LE MONDE some time ago 
concerning the five fighter aircraft, the United States became frightened 
and was compelled to intercede with President Mitterand, with the goal of 
having the delivery postponed until a political settlement had been reached. 
The Reagan administration warned the French president of the results of this 
dangerous military operation, because Japan, the countries of Western Europe 
and the countries of the Gulf Cooperation Council would be the ones to pay 
the price directly, especially if Iran attacked oil tankers or closed the 
Straits of Hormuz. This would necessarily force the NATO countries to 
mobilize to break the siege and cause shipments to resume. In the opinian 
of the Reagan administration, the effects of this activity would make 
themselves felt by the entire world economy. This would threaten the outbreak 
of a world war. 


Last Monday, the majority of international newspapers published an item saying 
that France had postponed delivery of the aircraft until the end of 1983 
because the Iraqi pilots would need extra time to complete their training. 
Observers say that Baghdad and Paris have given the great powers a period 

of 3 months in which to exercise pressure and push peace initiatives so as 

to end the war. The observers think the threat to use these planes might 
weaken international efforts and impose on the various sides a reappraisal] 

of their positions. 














The information concerning these aircraft is contradictory, just as it 

is unclear whether their delivery to Iraq sas really postponed, or whether 
the story was spread around with the goal of clearing the way for India’s 
initiative. Perhaps [ran is showing a tendency toward solving the conflict. 
At the same time, other information says that the aircraft are in Iraq along 
with large quantities of weapons which were transported from France during 
the last 3 months. These weapons include 50 Mirage F-l aircraft, field 
artillery, tanks, and helicopters. It is well known that Iraq purchases 

40 percent of France's total weapons exports. 


With a reference to the French-American disagreement concerning this war, 
Mitterand’s government says that it inherited these military and economic 
commitments instead of initiating them. That is, the Mitterand government 
nas found itself to be a prisoner of a deal concluded by Jacques Chirac. 

At the time it was concluded, it was described as “the deal of the century.’ 
It has caused trade between France and Iraq to increase to $5 billion. Of 
that, $2 billion per year is the price of the weapons. The French Government 
agreed to reschedule most of Iraq's loans due in 1983. In return, a 4 million 
ton oil purchase was arranged to cover two-thirds of the military debts. This 
debt is represented by an initial payment which Baghdad has promised to make 
as part of the price of 29 Mirage aircraft which will be delivered between 
1984 and 1985. French officials think Iraq might not go so far as to infli-c 
great damage on [ran's oil wells on Khark Island, since the side-effect. of 
such activity would destroy the interests of numerous states, France included. 
However, Lraq is compelled to use the weapon of psychological terror, so that 
[ran will no longer continue the war, but accept peace efforts instead. [It 
seems that this exercise has not had the desired effect, since Tehran has 
expanded its military activity on four fronts: the ia: north and the 
mountainous areas, the south (Misan), the center (Mandali) and Basrah. 


Although France fears the effects of its own involvement in the Gulf war, 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Cheysson confirms that his country continues 

to be committed to supporting Iraq. He announces at every opportunity that 
the support will continue until conditions improve and the international 
climate helps impose a diplomatic solution. The French military delegation 
which visited Baghdad last month said that the equipment which recently arrived 
in [raq would change the situation on the battle field and give Iraq a better 
chance of changing the course of the war. The newspapers interpreted this 
remark to mean that France's arsenal had been unloaded into Iraq's bases. 
This was in addition to the Super Etendard fighters, which gained their fame 
in the Falklands war. 





Officials in Baghdad and Tehran noticed the increasing interest the great 
powers had for their forgotten war after the threat was made to destroy the 
oil installations and close the Straits of Hormuz. This threat is postponed 
until the end of 1983, that is, until the peace initiatives run out of steam 
and those who derive benefit from the continuation of the fighting feel their 
interests in danger. This possibility has been reinforced by the progress 
made toward a solution of the Lebanese war, which is now in its 9th year. 

In the view ef the diplomats, the end of the Lebanese war would definiteiy 
cause the international conflict to be transposed to another location in the 


{> 














Middle East. Since the Iran-Iraq war is ready to serve as the pole for 

still more interactions, it is in the interest of the two combatant parties 
to expand the war’s area and drown all those who derive benefit from it 

in a swamp of oil. These beneficiary parties might reply that swimming 

in a swamp of oil is much harder than swimming in a swamp of blood. There- 
fore, their interests might force them to look for another place besides the 
Gulf region in which to unload their revalries and conflicts via strengthen- 
ing the trade in arms and coffins. They might be forced to save tiie collap- 
Sing world economy! 


Role of Super Etendard 
London AL-MAJALLAH in Arabic No 192, 15-21 Oct 83 p 13 
[Article by Muhammad Ma’ tug] 


[Text] Once more, the question is raised: Has Iraq obtained the five advanc- 
ed warplanes of the Super Etendard class from France or not? Information 
published in the world’s newspapers at the end of last week confirmed that 
these aircraft had been turned over to Iraq. While Mr Taha Yasin Ramadan, 

the [ragi first deputy prime minister, was in London, affirming his confidence 
that the French Government would honor its promise to provide Iraq with the 
planes, the aircraft themselves were being moved from their base in Brittany, 
in the south of France [as published]. Iraqi pilots, experts and technical 
personnel who had completed their training in how to operate the aircraft were 
transferred with them to one of the countries in the Mediterranean basin. 

They were then repainted so that they would bear Iraqi markings as the pilots 
flew them to their country. 


But on Tuesday morning, information was leaked which said that the planes 
had not beendelivered yet. These French aircraft, if outfitted with 
French-made Exocet missiles, become a deadly weapon. Such a weapon might 

be decisive in the Iran-Iraq war. It is now in the hands of the Iraqis. 

An Iraqi official denied to AL-MAJALLAH the validity of repeated reports to 
the effect that limits have been placed on the utilization of these aircraft 
in Iraq's defensive war against Iran. He confirmed that only L[raqis would 
decide how to use the aircraft. However, he hinted that Iraq might not move 
initially to deliver a painful strategic blow to Iranian oil production on 
Kharg Island. Rather, Iraq might be satisfied at the start to use the planes 
as a means of exerting pressure on the enemy's psyche and morale in order to 
convince Iran to come to the negotiating table and end the war which entered 


its 4th year last month. 


The same official added that France's decision to delay delivery of the planes, 
which was supposed to occur last month, has not been motivated by a reexamina- 
tion of the decision itself, which was made during talks held by Iraqi Foreign 
Minister Tariq ‘Aziz in Paris at an earlier time this year. Rather, the 
Mitterand government wanted to wait for the passing of the storm which had 
blown up as the date for delivery of the aircraft approached. Many were warn- 
ing against providing the Super Etendard to Iraq, lest it lead to a new 
escalation in the battles going on between Iraq and Iran and thereby threaten 
the importation of petroleum from the Gulf region. 
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will gesture on Britain's part, which is Iraq's number 3 trading p 
(after the Soviet Union and France). It amounts to political support, cince 
than 


the sum advanced is not enough to finance Iraq's war for more 


Among the things revealed by Mr Ramadan at his press conference in London 
was that some Western countries have set themselves up as the advocate speak- 
ing for the interests of the Gulf states. They have thought that an escal 
tion of the war might pose a threat to the security and the economy of these 
countries. Ramadan's reply was definitive: "We care more about the Aral 
Gulf states than any country does. That includes the Arab states cutside 


‘? 


the Gulf. 
Some reports in the Western press stated that France had begun negotiations 
with Syria in order to convince that country to re-open the Iraqi oil pipel 
which passes through its territory. In return, the Super Etendard aircraft 
would not be delivered to Iraq. These repor’s are denied by Iraqi officials. 
According to one of these officials, there is no connection between 


delivery of the aircraft and the contacts going on in order to re-: 
pipeline. However, this official did confirm to AL-MAJALLAH that 


carrying out both direct and indirect contacts with Syria in order to re-open 
the pipeline. As for the direct contacts, they have included 42 meeting 
between Tariq ‘Aziz and his Syrian counterpart, ‘Abd-al-Halim Khaddam, in 


New York. It was held on the periphery of the current session of the UN 
General Assembly. The indirect contacts are being handled by some Arab Gulf 
States. 


In his press conference, Taha Ramadan touched on the matter of relations 

with Syria. He provided details about the discussion between Iraqi President 
Saddam Husayn and Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad which took place on the 
periphery of the last Arab summit conference in Fez. The Syrian president 
mentioned that the Iraqi army, which took part in the 1973 war on the Syrian 
front, did not fire a single shot. President Saddam Husayn merely took out 

a long ‘ist of those from the Iraqi orny who were martyred, wounded or lost 
in the war. The list also states Iraq's losses in terms of equipment. 
According to these numbers, Iraq lst 1,200 soldiers and 6/ officers as 
martyrs, in addition to 17 lost pilots. He mentioned that there is a special 
tomb in Iraq for the martyrs of that war. 


Ramadan also gave details about the recent phase of relations with Syria, 
before the pipeline was closed. He mentioned that Iraq had renewed the 
agreement with Syria 5 months before that country closed the pipeline last 
year. He said that the Syrians had suspended the agreement unilaterally, 
and that this was against international law. He also revealed that Syria 
still owes Iraq 70 million dinars worth of oil revenue which Damascus has 
still not given up. 


The main point of Ramadan's press conference in London was that the war 
is still continuing because of the world community's failure to deter those 
who stir up wars, thereby making it easy for Iran to work to achieve its 

Strategy of expansionism and rebuilding a Persian empire. Therefore, ther 


(0 








cols 


Vv) 
je 


WY 


-~ 


rul 


= -- 
~~ 
is 


> 
— 


~_—-— | 


























INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


BAHRAIN LURES BANKS AWAY FROM UAE 
Paris AL-MUSTAOQBAL in Arabic No 345, 1 Oct 83 p 38 


[Text] Although Bahrain is packed with banks, corporations and international 
finance houses, and although the government agency concerned with such matters 
has cut back on the granting of new permits, there is a tendency to relocate 
to Bahrain. After years of give-and-take in connection with measures for 
imposing taxes on bank profits in Abu Dhabi, the capital of the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and an important banking center in the Middle East, foreign 
corporations have begun to move to Bahrain in a large and serious way. 
Bahrain is close and suitable for banking operations. This transfer will 
noticeably diminish expectations of revenue in Abu Dhabi, let alone the 
fall-off in revenue from the taxes which have been introduced on the profits 
f banks and foreign financial institutions. The contraction of activity in 
he Arab oii countries is playing an important role in decreasing banking 
activities in Abu Dhabi and promoting the transfer to Bahrain. Sharp discus- 
sions have been held about measures which would now impose a 20 percent pro- 
fits tax on foreign banks in the capital of the UAE. Theoretically, this 

tax has existed for many years, but it was not applied during the period of 
widespread prosperity, when petroleum income was pouring in. 





The international oil companies were not officially informed about this 
profits tax when they came to Abu Dhabi in recent years. Therefore, these 
measures have caused a certain kind of shock. As for some banks which have 
been working in Abu Dhabi under this profits tax for a long time, they had 
stored up a reserve big enough to cover the tax as soon as they were informed 
that it would be collected. They are now able to pay it, and they might 

be asked to pay it for the past period as well. Ome foreign banker believes 
that the goal of these measures is to push a number of foreign banks into 
leaving Abu Dhabi, so that they local banks will have a chance to engage in 
broader activity in the money market, which has become cramped. 











INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


SOVIFT MEDIATION ROLF BFTWEFN IRAO, SYRIA VIEWED 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAI in Arabic No 345, 1 Oct 83 pp 30-32 


[Article by Riyad Najib al-Ra‘'is: "The Year of the Final Decision in the 
Forgotten War: The Gulf Is Betting On Moscow to Reconcile Syria and Iraq."] 
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Last week, while American ships and warships of many names, types 
izes, which are anchored in the Mediterranean Sea only a few meters 
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the Lebanese capital and conducting an aerial bombardment of Arab territory. 
It was not the first time France had undertaken something of this nature. 


France did this sort of thing many times in Syria when it raided Damascus, 
Aleppo, Latakia, and Hawran scores of times during the quarter century of 
the French mandate there, in repeated and desperate attempts to suppress 
the national revolutions of Syria, beginning with that of Salih al-'Ali 

in the ‘Alawite Mountains and ending with that of Sultan al-Atrash in the 
Mountain of the Druze. Let us not forget, either, France's well known role 
in Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia. France is an old hand at imperialisn, 
while America is still new at it. 


Naturally, all this went on without attracting the attention of anyone or 
moving anyone all throughout the Arab world, whose inhabitants were content 
to witness the daily heroics of the "multinational forces" everyday on 
television in their homes, as if they were watching a movie made in Hollywood 
whose scenes were filmed in Lebanon. Naturally, all this aroused no sense 

of historic importance or pan-Arab feeling, either, let alone nationalist 
anger. 


In the middle of the same week, the Iran--Iraq war entered its 4th year without 
anyone taking notice. Why? 


Because the Arabs have almost forgotten it and the world has not taken note 
of it yet, while the countries involved do not want to make a quick and 
decisive end of it, and the Great Powers are distracted from it by "small" 
matters (like the downing of the Korean airplane). In addition, Arab 
apathy has become one of the distinguishing features of the era of Arab 
failure, while--last but not least--judgments are ruled by the desire to 
ignore, and the ostrich is the queen of the Arab jungle. 
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The longest Arab war in modern history is being ignored. (It is the longest 
if we consider the Lebanese war a civil war). Among this war's great achieve- 
ments is that it has so far caused the death of 175,000 people, at least, 

and that number may be as high as half a million, according to American 
intelligence sources quoted in the LOS ANGELES TIMES. In addition, there 

are about 4,000 Lranian prisoners in Iraq, some of them children younger 

than 12, and about 50,000 Iragi prisoners in Iran. Im addition, 600,000 
Iraqis and [Iranians have been wounded so far. As for the economic and 
material losses, they are excessive and certainly amount to many billions 

of dollars. 





As for these Arab-Oriental-Isiamic “achievements”, the Arabs and the world 
today are merely forgetting and ignoring this war, although it is the most 
dangerous war being waged today. Neither the Lebanese war (with great respect 
for its importance and the world's interest in it), nor the war in Latin 
America, nor the war in Chad, nor the war in the Moroccan Sahara, nor the 

war in the Ogaden desert and the Horn of Africa, nor the war in Eritrea, nor 
even the war in Angola, nor the war in Namibia, nor the war in Afghanistan 
equals the Iran-Iraq war, either in terms of importance or of the effects 

on the Arabs and on the international scene. Nor can any other war equal 

it in terms of its results and effects on the currently rec»gnized verities 
within the Arab entities and regimes. In this context, one’s ability to for- 
get or ignore seems to be a matter of great importance. A weak memory, like 
poor eyesight, is one of the widespread Arab illnesses, although "Zarga' 
al-Yamamah"” was an Arab woman with whom history has been as busy as it has 
been infatuated. 


In order not to penetrate too deeply into the maze of the 4th year of the 
Iran-Iraq war, we must stop to consider some of the concepts which have 
recently appeared on the Arab scene and the world scene. AL-MUSTAQBAL alone 
is revealing them for the first time. 


For some time now, the Soviet Union has been quietly pushing for an Iraqi- 
Syrian-Jordanian-Palestinian rapprochement. As a result of this pressure, 
Syrian Foreign Minister "Abd-al-Halim Khaddam and Iraqi Foreign Minister 
Tariq ‘Aziz met in Moscow last July. The meeting was attended by Soviet 
officials. After shaking hands, the two ministers refused to talk or discuss 
any subject. The meeting produced nothing and the Soviets were embarrassed. 


It is unlikely that 2 new meeting will take place between Khaddam and ‘Aziz 
during the UN General Assembly session this month, although a lot is being 
said about the possibility. The Arab situation is still not ready for a 
meeting such as this. 


As a result of the Soviets’ efforts, it has become clear that a rapprochement 
is taking place between Syria and Jordan. There is a warmth in their relations 
which those two countries have not known for a long time. Shaykh Sabah al- 
Ahmad al-Jabir, the Kuwaiti minister of foreign affairs, noticed this change 

in their relations during his recent visit to Damascus last August. 


Mainly in response to the Soviet's attempt to achieve a rapprochement between 


Damascus and Baghdad, the ministerial council of the Gulf Cooperation Council, 
at its recent session which was held last August in al-Ta'if, asked 


ll 

















Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the foreign minister of Kuwait, to travel to Damascus 
and Baghdad to urge on and encourage Syrian and Iraqi officials to exert 
still more effort to achieve mutual understanding, especially since the 
Iragis had told the Gulf states that it was possible to discuss any subject 
with the Syrians. This helped to encourage Shaykh Sabah to go to Damascus 
and address the Syrian officials on this subject. He did so, not merely 

on the basis of the silent meeting between the Syrian and Iraqi ministers 

in Moscow, but on the basis of what a high Syrian official had told a Saudi 
delegation which had visited Damascus: "The Arab situation is in need of 
general reconciliation." 


The Gulf Cooperation Council thought that the high Syrian official's state- 
ment indicated a willingness to op2n a dialogue concerning the possibility 
of a Syrian-Iraqi reconciliation. 


In the person of Shaykh Sabah, the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) took the 
initiative in an attempt to renew the dialogue with Syria and convince it 
not to close the door to any possible initiative between the two countries. 
Consequently, the GCC countries are ready to support the Soviet Union's 
move, to welcome it, and to bet on it. But in Damascus, Shaykh Sabah heard 
it said that "the relationship between Damascus and Baghdad will be based 
either on total love or perpetual enmity.” 


This Syrian statement can be interpreted in two ways. The first interpreta- 
tion is pessimistic. According to it, Syria is not ready now to build 
bridges to Iraq in return for a false reconciliation which is nothing but 
appearance and does not advance or retard the essence of the Arab situation. 
that is, "total love" is impossible under the current circumstances, leaving 
"perpetual enmity.” 


The second interpretation is optimistic. It says that Syria is still capable 
of giving Iraq "total love," if Iraq will eliminate what Syria considers to 
be the causes of the "perpetual enmity." However, total love has some hard 
conditions which the current political circumstances in the Arab world are 
not favorable to. Therefore, certain explosions must be expected in the 

Arab milieu before one can talk about these conditions profitably. 


Those who know Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad well know that he is a partisan of the 
optimistic interpretation. He is the only Arab diplomat who has experienced 
Arab politics during the last quarter century in all its sweetness and 
bitterness, and whose dictionary has never known the word despair. 


The partisans of optimistic thinking among the Gulf people think that there 

is no hope for a Syrian-Iraqi rapprochement, and so none for Syrian mediation 
with Iran to stop the Gulf war, as long as Syria's interests do not lie 
therein. Therefore, the GCC countries are trying to give Syria a stake in 
accepting the principal of reconciliation with Iraq and mediation with Iran. 
One Gulf official says that the Gulf countries must "invent" a Syrian interest 
which they can use to reach a reconciliation between Syria and Iraq which 
will stop the war with Iran, if Syria can find no reason to do so by itself. 
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Pp 
eded by a Soviet-Iraqi rapprochement which was the result of the 
t etween Moscow and Tehran. Their relations have been getting 
ery day, cacao Since the elimination of the Iranian Communist 
udeh Party and the execution of its leaders. The Soviet Union has found it 
m rily in its interest to support Iraq. In this, it is armed with 
n ip treaty which ties it to Iraq. Moscow remembers the treaty 
when it wants to and ignores it when it wants to. The Soviet Union nas an 
rgent need for currency, which is rare these days, and it sells Iraq various 
inds of weapons which that country needs. These include the Scud ground-to- 
round missiles which Iraq has been using successfully in its bombardment 
of [Iranian territory and positions. The good relations which bind Moscow 
and Baghdad today has kept the Soviets from despairing of realizing the 
r rapprochement among the countries of this axis. Among the encourag- 
ns is the rapprochement which currently exists between Syria and 
following a long period of alienation. 


The goal of the encouragement the Soviets have given to a Damascus-Baghdad- 
"Amman-PLO axis is to create an alliance among these states which would block 
the United States, its allies and its interests in the region, especially 
after the direct, armed American intervention in the Lebanese war, the 
obvious failure of the American policy for solving the Middle East problem, 
and the credibility gap suffered by the administration of the American 
Penetdnes Reagan, and by President Carter before him, concerning their 
petal to pressure Israel to withdraw from Lebanon, halt construction of 
Jewish settlements on the occupied West Bank, and recognize the Palestinians’ 
right to autonomy, even to the extent agreed on in the Camp David Accords. 


Israel has honored neither the text nor the spirit of these accords. 


f this four-part axis does emerge, then, as the Soviet Union realizes, 

he United States will not be able to exclude Moscow from any solution of the 
b of the Middle East or of the Iran-Iraq war, for no solution is 

ssible without the agreement of these countries. Consequently, Moscow 

ld have to play an essential role in any such solution. 


In the opinion of a high Gulf official, the Gulf countries in the last 
analysis despair of putting a quick end to the war with Iran. This war 

will only end with the death of Ayatollah Khomeyni, for he personally 
opposes ending the war with Iraq. This high Gulf official believes that 
this conclusion was reached after the visit of Shaykh Sabah al-Ahmad, the 
foreign minister of Kuwait, and Rashid ‘Abdallah, the foreign minister of 
the United Arab Emirates, to Behran last April. There they met with [Lranian 
officials who included the president of the republic, the prime minister, 

the foreign minister, and the chairman of the council of deputies. They 
heard these officials say encouraging things. This was especially the case 
with Hojjat ol-Eslam Hashemi Rafsanjani, the chairman of the council and one 
of the Iranian regime's extremists, who constantly calls for escalating 

the war and threatens the continuity of the Gulf regimes. Among other 
things, Rafsanjani told the two Arab ministers that they ought not to despair 
of the attempts to mediate an end to the war, no matter how difficult they 
seem or how intransigent the Iranian position appears. 
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Despite the cessation of contact on all levels between the Iranian regime and 
the Gulf states since the visit by the GCC delegation to Tehran, in the opin- 
ion of this high Gulf official the GCC states still see in the words of 
Rafsanjani and his compatriots a ray of hope for Iranian acceptance of a 
cease fire and the initiation of negotiations with Iraq after Khomeyni's 
death. 


This Gulf official supports his own optimism by saying that Khomeyni has 
chosen as his successor a regency council composed of six persons. All have 
been selected from amon;, the men of religion or Ayatollahs who live close 

to Khomeyni in Oom. Not one of them is in power now. Thus, a struggle will 
have to break out when Khomeyni dies between the regency council and the 
executive rulers now in power, like President of the Republic ‘Ali Khamene'i, 
Prime Minister Musavi, Speaker of the Parliament Rafsanjani, and Foreign 
Minister ‘Ali Akbar Velayati. They are among those whom the experience of 
ruling has taught a thing or two about pragmatism or realism. Consequently, 
the inevitable conflict between the politicized men of religion who are 
active in the government and the Ayatullahs who are isolated and far from 
power must produce a victory for the politicians. In one way or another, 
they will accept a halt to the fighting and the start of negotiations. 

Until God disposes of things, the war will go on. 


Since life is in the hands of God, Gulf circles are afraid that Iraq will be 
compelled to use the five modern French Super Etendard aircraft when France 
turns them over to Iraq in the near future. These five modern aircraft would 
decisively tip the balance of military power in favor of Iraq. Iraq will 
have to use them if it thinks that striking the oil installations on Kharg 
Island might push the Iranians to negotiate. However, striking Kharg Island 
will not stop the pumping of oil. Given the technical specifications the 
Americans built into it, the island is hard to destroy. Merely bombing it 
would, however, keep ships from approaching it, hinder the shipping of the 
oil, and frighten companies away from dealing with Iran. 


Although after 3 years of exhausting warfare Iraq needs to achieve some kind 
of victory, Gulf circles think that it will not use these airplanes unless 

it is forced to or is desperate. It could be compelled to use them, because 
it knows that Iran is currently focusing on the collapse of the Iraqi economy. 
Such a collapse would lead to the negation of Iraq's military capability. 

It could become desperate, because it wants to get out of this war quickly, 
and at any price. 


Therefore, these Gulf circles fear that Iraq will reach an impasse in its war 
with Iran which will push it to "widen" the war, thereby pushing the Great 
Powers--the United States and the Soviet Union--to intervene in order to stop 
the war and keep it from spreading. But if the war expansion theory is cor- 
rect, then America itself would be compelled to intervene with the excuse of 
protecting its interests in the oil wells. But if the United States occupies 
the oil wells, who will force it to leave? Where and when will this happen? 
The proponents of this theory say America does not want things to go that 
far. Therefore, it and Britain pressured France in order to stop delivery 

of the airplanes to Iraq. In addition, Khomeyni wants America to become 
involved in a war with him which would ignite the entire Gulf, thereby 
lengthening both his life and that of his regime. 
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Given the bitterness of this situacion, Gulf circles do not hide their great 
fear of and deep worry about the seriousness of Iran's threats to close 

the Arab Gulf at the Straits of Hormuz and block shipping through it for a 
long time, if Iraq bombs Khark Island. One Katyusha rocket fired from Qeshm 
Isiand on the Iranian coast could close the Straits. [Jran would not need 

to use its navy, which is still strong and has not been depleted by the 

War. 


Iran controls all the sea lanes which pass through the Gulf across from the 
islands of Greater Tunb, Lesser Tunb and Abu Musa. Iran seized these islands 
from the UAE when the latter became independent. The American artillery 
and 155 millimeter rockets, as well as the 130 millimeter Soviet variety, 
which are stationed on these islands where they extend into the Gulf, can 
frighten away vessels a |] obstruct shipping with a single shot. No single 
Gulf state, no matter how strong its navy, will challenge and go to war 
with [ran after the “lesson” these countries have learned from the war 
between [raq and Iran. As these Gulf circles told AL-MUSTAQBAL, the Gulf 
countries are not "crazy" enough to take a chance on a war with Iran, which 
knows how to start but not how to finish. Therefore, this year remains the 
year of the final choice. 


So that one will not talk too long about this dangerous, forgotten war, and 
so that the Arabs will not be busied yet more by the war in Lebanon, one 

must pray in this age and at this time that the Arab "Zarqa' al-Yamamah” will 
fare well, so that we will not celebrate the fifth, sixth and seventh 
anniversaries of the Iran-Iraq war, with the ignorance of the last quarter 

of the 20th century returning us to the war of al-Basus and Arab history 
becoming occupied once again by "Dahis the Persian and Ghabra’ the Arab." 
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The Bangkok POST article contains also other erroneous information. While on 
the one hand it states that Armenian terrorist organizations operate under 
absolute secrecy, it on the other hand charges erroneously that the Justice 
jommandos of the Armenian Genocide--that is members of the secret organization-- 
are allied with rightist militia groups in Lebanon. 


many event, the Bangkok POST article is a pro-Armenian writing in its general 
orientation and despite its shortcomings can help the promotion of the Armenian 
cause in the Far East. 
Below is a translation of the article with slight omissions. 
In recent weeks, 15 people were killed and 60 others were injured in Western 
Zuropean countries as 4 result of Armenian terrorist attacks. 
rarticularly striking among these attacks was the operation conducted against 
the Turkish embassy in Lisbon in the course of which the Turkish envoy's wife 
was killed. on 15 July, 7 people (should be 8--editor) were killed as 4 result 
of an explosion at Orly airport in France. 
The forgotten Armenian question is today being forced back into the public's 
memory. This should be a lesson to all those who cruelly disregard legitimate 
The primary goal of the Armenians is revenge: revenge for barbaric acts which 
cegan in late 19th century and which peaked with the forced migration of 1.75 
™i lion Lrmenians *5o Russi in 1915 

—— a ee ee ee +4 a At ed ee ~ss J | 
During the migration process, 800,000 Armenians died of hunger and exhaustion 
and at the hands of Turkish soldiers or Kurdish bandits. 

lo this day, Turkish authorities refuse to admit responsibility for the 
massacres which Armenian survivors blame on them. They also refuse to admit 
responsibility for the creation of the Armenian diaspora. The refutal of — 
supported by strong evidence is one of the reasons keeping the Armenian hatred 


ups, Armenians are gathered around organizations that have 
he . 


various demands. iimum demand of these organizations is the public 
recognition of the Armenian genocide by Ankara. Some organizations go further 
and demand the establishment of an Armenian republic on their ancestral lands. 
Armenia is 4 plateau which used to be inhabited by Armenians as early as 6000 
3.C. and which is currently divided between Turkey and Soviet Armenia. Other 
organizations demand reparations from Turkey and still others declare that their 
goal is revenge and that a will continue their attacks against Turkish 
diplomats and all those who collaborate with then. 


The ARF is the largest organization in the Armenian diaspora. This party is the 
chief representative organization of the Armenian people. Many ARF members are 
‘ mloasacaer + + - ‘ 7 ac 
jispleased with terrorist acts and expressed their dismay recently at a congress 
ne } 4 Lausanne. 
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BAHRAIN 


MINISTER DISCUSSES INDUSTRIAL SECURITY, HANDICRAFT INDUSTRIES 
Manamah AL-ADWA' in Arabic 22 Oct &3 p 3 


[Interview with ‘Isa ibn ‘Abdallah Al Khalifah, deputy minister of development 
and industry, prepared by Yusuf al-Shanbali: "The Second Installment of the 
Series Called the "AL-ADWA' Parliament’ In an Interview with the Deputy 
Minister of Development and Industry"; date and place of interview not 
specified] 


[Text] Production efficiency, high quality of 
production, and employment of the local labor force 
are among the necessary conditions and terms for 
providing protection for national industries. Our 
concept of industrial security is embodied in the 
establishment of a Gulf market which absorbs 40 
percent of what is produced by the basic industries. 


In this installment of the series of articles called the "AL-ADWA' 
Parliament,” and in which, as was the case in our previous installment, our 
guest is His Excellency Shaykh ‘Isa ibn ‘Abdallah Al Khalifah, the deputy 
minister of development and industry, we deal with a number of problems 

and anxieties which industry faces locally, in the Gulf area, and in the 
Arab world as a whole. He talks to us in detail about providing protection 
for our national industry, and it is expected that a committee will soon be 
formed which will be entrusted with the job of dealing with this task. He 
also talks about the degree of participation by commercial banks in giving 
help to investors, based on recommendations provided by the ministry 
concerning the feasibility of their projects. He furthermore talks about 
the concept of industrial security and the possibility of developing the 
handicrafts industries so that they can be preserved as a historical heritage. 
In addition to all of this, he also talks about importing technology and the 
ministry's encouragement of joint ventures between the private sector and 
Gulf investors--as is already the case right now with the fiber glass project 
in Saudi Arabia and the tire-manufacturing project which is expected to be 
set up in Bahrain. 


Technical Recommendation 


[Question] ‘Abdallah Mansur: In view of the fact that there is no industrial 
bank which undertakes the financing and encouragement of national industries 
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--especially those which produce semi-finished foods--why does the Ministry 
of Development and Industry not recommend that the commercial banks provide 
help to these industries? 


fAnswer! In answer to your question let me say the following: As we know, 
all the banks in Bahrain were established on the basis of being purely 
commercial banks, and they endeavor to earn as much as they can in the way 
of profits and cash liquidity in their commercial transactions in the local 
market. For this reason, the possibility of carrying out this recommendation 
will perhaps not encounter any effective response on the part of these 
banks. However, this does not mean that, in the case of a request by an 
investor, the ministry cannot give this investor a technical recommendation 
which states the feasibility and profitability of his project and its 
importance for the nation’s economy and [gives information concerning the 
possibility of] his being aided by commercial banks. It should be pointed 
out in this regard that the ministers of industry of the GCC [Gulf 
Cooperation Council] nations have already conveyed to the ministers of 
finance their recommendation and wishes concerning the possibility of having 
the Culf Investment Organization, as one of its purposes and objectives, 
undertake what is necessary to come to the aid of economically feasible 
industrial projects. 


Expansion of Opportunities 


The Gulf Investment Authority can undertake the financing of such industries. 
We urge that this be done for both our small-scale and large-scale national 
industries. 


As far as the banks are concerned, some of our citizens previously did 
approach this ministry with projects and theministry undertook feasibility 
studies of the projects, recommended that these projects were useful ones, 
and stated in which areas these projects could earn profits. One of the 
banks then actually undertook the financing. We, of course, cannot ask the 
banks to give them discounts [to enable them to earn more] profits. The 
reason for this is that the banks operate on the basis of earning a profit. 
We only state the feasibility of a project and issue a recommendation on 
that basis. We hope that the Gulf Investment Authority will participate 

in expanding opportunities for those of our citizeiis who are seeking such 
financing. 


National Industry 


[Question] Husayn Muhammad Jasim: The cabinet has given its approval to 
measures for providing protection for our local industry, and this is a sound 
step which we long aspired to see the realization of. Does this include 
locally-manufactured building materials? The reason I am asking this 
question is that, if it does include locally-manufactured building materials, 
this would decrease the costs of constructing houses and other buildings. 


[Answer] In answer to your question, one fact must be made clear. If a 
committee to deal with the protection of our national industry is formed, this 
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committee will make a study of the products of every project which submits 

a request for protection. If the necessary conditions, terms, and principles 
are present in this industry, then it will be granted protection. These 
conditions and terms include production efficiency, high quality of produc- 
tion, and ideal utilization of the factors of production. 


When speaking of these necessary conditions and terms, I have in mind the 
labor force and raw materials. The relevant questions in this regard are: 
What is the source of these raw materials, what kind of labor force is to 

be used, and how experienced is the labor force? Industries which utilize 

a local labor force will receive priority. Furthermore, industries which 
are based on the utilization of local raw materials or materials produced by 
large national plants will no doubt receive this protection. 


[Question] And what about building materials? 


[Answer] In the case of building materials, it will depend on the type of 
materials. For example, we tried very hard to decrease the prices of sand. 
We actually managed to <zchieve this after this ministry referred this matter 
to the cabinet [requesting] the elimination of the monopoly which existed in 
this industry and the providing of an opportunity for others to compete in 
this realm of production. One can utilize the same method to decrease the 
prices of the other building materials when we provide them with protection 
from foreign competition. This is the basis of protection. We want to 

have honest competition and the law of supply and demand be the thing that 
guides our domestic production situation. 


Tradition and Heritage 


[Question] Nabil M. 'A.: In many nations of the world the handicrafts 
industries have gone over to utilizing "mechanized" production, and this has 
been an effective step along the road to their industrial development. To 
what degree would it be possible for us to follow this orientation in our 
country? 


[Answer] With regard to the handicrafts industries and the possibility of 
their utilizing mechanization in their production processes, we are of the 
opinion that these handicrafts industries should maintain their traditional 
character. We wish to help preserve the heritage of our forefathers in this 
nation. Our opinion in this regard is that, instead of introducing 
mechanization in these handicrafts industries, we should take the workers 

in these industries under our wing, encourage them, and provide them with 
the appropriate sponsorship in order that they be able to continue their 
work. However, this does not mean that we wish to prevent or put a stop to 
the possibility of development, as long as it does not lead to the loss of 

the traditional character of these industries. In this regard the ministry 
has undertaken the preparation of a number of studies dealing with the 
development of the pottery industry in ‘Ali, in addition to setting aside 

a special area for the industry which engages in the building of wooden ships. 
We are doing this to help preserve these age-old industries. 
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As further clarification, let me say that we do not wish to see mechanization 
dominate or mutilate these handicrafts industries which produce such 

beautiful things and which have been handed down from father to son. We prefer 
to have our handicrafts workers stick to this tradition and preserve it, and 

we prefer to provide them with all of the necessary means to enable them 

to stay with this field and not leave it. In this regard, we note with 

pride what the Ministry of Information is undertaking in the way of efforts 

to preserve this heritage. 


Industrial Security 


[Question] M. Sadiq: The policy of food security is one which has become 
familiar to the people in the Arab world, and its objectives have begun to 
be achieved in the Gulf area. But what about the concept of industrial 
security within the framework of development? This is something which will 
begin with the establishment of an industrial security institute. The CCC 
Ministerial Committee, at its next meeting, will be discussing this matter 
on the basis of a proposal made by the UAE. What are your comments 
concerning this? 


[Answer] Our concept of industrial security is embodied in the establishment 
of industries which supplement basic industries and which possess the 

basic required elements for being established. This includes the aluminum 
industry, the petrochemicals industry, the iron and steel industry, etc. We 
want to guarantee that there is a local market for marketing the products 

of these industries. We want to do this instead of having these products 

be at the mercy of the world markets, oscillations in prices, and 
speculators. In the case of goods such as raw materials, this will mean that 
the marketing of such products will be easier and wi!l be better guaranteed. 


This is what industrial security amounts to. But, for example, if we relied 
on marketing "ALBA" products in the markets of Europe and the Far East, then 
whatever oscillations in the market which occur there would affect us. Also, 
whenever any agreements are signed or any common markets are established 
among these nations, this closes the doors in our face. The reason is that 
they then immediately slap high import taxes on our products. This is 
something which results in a business recession. But if we have 
manufacturing industries which absorb at least 40 percent of the region's 
"ALBA" production, the other 60 percent of this production will have a good 
basis for being able to compete in, and respond to the pressures of, the 
world market. 


Abundance and High Quality 


[Question] From the [AL-ADWA'] Parliament: According to the recent 
Statistics put out by the Arab Food Industries Federation, last year the 
Arab world imported $200 million worth of processed candy and sweets. 
Furthermore, a report by the Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry 
says that last year the value of all products imported by the GCC nations 
--and foodstuffs were at the top of the list--went up to $57 billion. In 
your opinion, what is the meaning of these two frightful statistics? 
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[Answer] No doubt these statistics which you have mentioned give us cause 

to pause and ask how this phenomenon might be alleviated. Our approach toward 
achieving this is to establish industries which meet local requirements as 
much as possible and to the extent that we have the necessary raw materials 

to set up the industries. We must also keep in mind the fact that we do not 
want our consumers and citizens to suffer as far as the availability of 
high-quality consumer products at suitable prices is concerned. 


We want these industries to be established in our country, but not at the 
expense of quality. We want to strike a balance in this matter. That is, we 
want to permit the importing of products and, at the same time, we want to 
establish industries which produce these products. However, we want to put 

a larger tax on such imported products in order to provide an incentive for 


local production of these products. Also, whoever wishes to establish such 
an industry should be provided with more protection. 


LA# 
CSO: 4404/96 








LEBANON 


IMPACT OF ISRAELI POLICY ON LEBANESE DOMESTIC POLITICAL SCENE FXAMINED 


Paris AL-MUSTAOBAL in Arabic No 348, 22 Oct 83 pp 16-18 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "Will North Lebanon Become Alternative to Bank; 
Washington Restrained Israel Politically in Lebanon and Tel Aviv Retaliated 
by Touching Off Mountain War and Nurturing Sectarian Clashes; Israel Is 
Preparing for Aggression Against Syria to Escape Its Economic Crisis and to 
Take Revenge on Lebanon Which Is Procrastinating in Concluding Peace Treaty 
With It™] 


[Text] Beirut--A number of Arab kings and presidents now have before them 
extremely important and serious information and documents to the effect that 
Israel has discovered that al-Awwali River "borders" cannot be controlled and 
sealed against the infiltration of Lebanese and Palestinian fighters, that 
the "security"™ that Israel claims to aspire to cannot be achieved through 
force and occupation, i.e., through the oppression of both the people and 

the land, and that the security Israel wants cannot be achieved unless 

others are secure and their borders are safe. This information says that 

in view of the fact that Israel is primarily an expansionist state, it 
resorted first to neutralizing Egypt by way of the Camp David accords and 
then proceeded to neutralize the other jaw of the Arab pincer, Lebanon, by 
invading it, evicting its people and imposing peace on it by force. The 
information goes on to say that when Israel failed, despite its invasion 

of Lebanon and its occupation of Lebanon's land, to defeat the Arab will and, 
consequently, to impose itself on the Arab states as a "friendly Middle 
Eastern state” and when Israel found that it would not survive in this part 
of the world except by force, it resorted to igniting the sectarian sedition 
in Lebanon, exploiting Lebanon's exhausted condition as a result of the war 
that has been going on in Lebanon for 9 years and nurturing the idea of 
partitioning Lebanon and of Balkanizing the area. But, (the information adds), 
the Palestinian figure has been the difficult figure in this Israeli equation. 
Israel has not been able to defeat and kill the Palestinian revolution, even 
though it has ousted this revolution from Beirut and curtailed its activity. 
As a result, the information further adds, Israel has hatched a plot aimed 

at severing north Lebanon and putting it at the disposal of the Palestinians. 
The information made available to a number of Arab kings and presidents also 
gays: Even though the Palestinian revolution does not want or like this plot 
and will fight it to the end, and even though no Palestinian, Lebanese or 
Arab wants or likes this Israeli conspiratorial formula, Israel is dragging 
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a 
ebanon. The information adds that Israel aoeke 
through this plot: 1. To move the Palestinians 


especially since Israeli withdrawal from all Lebanese territory is inevitable 


matters in the direction of patriating the Palestinians in north 
- | ie ae 
f 


and since Washington has notified Lebanon repeatedly that it will guarantee 
the ouster of all Israelis from all occupied Lebanese territory. Because 
[Israel will succumb ultimately to the U.S. demand for its departure from 
Lebanon, it has resorted to moving the Palestinians 2-0 kilometers from its 
} — Seam ; 


istance being the length of Lebanon from its international 
borders with Israel up to ‘Akkar in the north. 2. By moving the Palestinians 
to north Lebanon, there will no longer be the so-called proble . 

Lebanon" for Israel. 3. Noncombatant Palestinians will feel 

than at any time before and in any other area because their remoteness from 
the borders with Israel will rid them of Israel's evil. The information 

adds: The ultimate goal of the Israeli plot is to unsettle the Lebanese 
Situation at the local and international levels by creating a new problem 
between Lebanon and the PLO--a problem that neither Lebanon nor the organiza- 
tion wants. Here is a review of the plot and what consequences it will 


generate: 


Before he made his decision on the issue of continuation [presumably meaning 
the continued presence of U.S. forces in Lebanon], President Ronald Reagan 
settled the issue finally with his European allies, especially with ni 
partners in the multinational force. 


W 


7 


Even before the issue was settled at the U.S. and European level, the Frenct 
capital was in disagreement with Washington over the nature of the U.S. role 
in Lebanon, over the credibility of this role and over the makeup of the 
multinational force present in Lebanon. 





The mountain war was still raging and its fire was still touching Beirut, 
the capital, and political efforts were focusing on reaching a cease-fire 
agreement when the French capital began its endeavor to find with the United 
tates a reasonable way to withdraw the multinational force from Lebanon 
$0 as to avoid getting embroiled in military confrontations that pose the 


. ,af + - ~ 4 rr 
Cnreat Of a Major War. 


[he means proposed by Paris was to exert efforts to transfer the Lebanese 
crisis from the framework of the multinational force, i.e., NATO custodian- 
ship, to the framework of the United Nations. The French plan summed up 

he issue as follows: 

First, submit a draft resolution to the present session of the UN General 
ssembly proposing an immediate cease-fire and the stationing of UN observers 
rts of Lebanon out of concern for world peace, which has become 
-hreatened in Lebanon, and, subsequently, out of concern for Lebanon s 

unity and sovereignty. 


; ome ee oe a ee ee ee ee 
Second, rapidly initiate contacts with the Soviet Union to urge it to approve 


and participate in adopting this proposal so that if the Soviets reject 


} e+ rar r - a 1 * ak 7 on ho Ag “4 + L 
the proposal, the UN secretary general will be able to propose the dispatch 
I SUCTi D servers 
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Third, major efforts, in which Arab circles participate, must be exerted to 
persuade Syria not to reject the presence of UN observers. 


Fourth, this step must be followed by a phase of political and military calm 
in Lebanon. After 6 months of calm and stability, the Lebanese issue can 
then be considered on its way to being solved and the threat of war can be 
considered removed. In such a climate, a program for withdrawal of the 
multinational forces from Lebanon is to be implemented. 





This French plan fell on deaf ears insofar as Reagan's administration and 
Reagan personally are concerned. Paris did not give up its pursuit of this 
issue until the U.S. president insisted on wresting a resolution from the 
Congress approving the stay of the Marine forces in Lebanon for 18 months. 


This battle, which President Reagan waged on the peripheries of the Lebanese 
crisis at the U.S. and European levels, had according to some Western diplo- 
mats in the Lebanese capital, several meanings: 


First, an end to all theories regarding U.S. caution over and fear of military 
involvement in Lebanon because the White House is determined to stay in 
Lebanon militarily for 18 months more. This means that the United States 

has prepared itself for all eventualities, including the possibility of 
military involvement on any scale. 


Second, the decision to stay in Lebanon means that the U.S. president 
personally is eager to free himself of any domestic pressures that may be 
exerted on him and to maintain his freedom of movement. 


Third, a U.S. resolution at this level to stay in Lebanon militarily for 18 
months signifies not so much an eagerness to advance a U.S. political initi- 
ative as it does a deep commitment by the present U.S. administration to a 
certain strategy formulated for Lebanon and the area. At the same time, 

the resolution indicates the extent of the U.S. determination to maintain the 
initiative, whether in Lebanon or in the Middle East. 


These meanings are tantamount to an open letter read by all those concerned 
with the Lebanese crisis and the Middle East problem and with the factors 
that link the two issues to each other. The Americans have done well in 
selling this development in their initiative at the lebanese level and have 
presented this development as tangible proof to convince Lebanese President 
Amin al-Jumayyil and his administration that the U.S. commitment to Lebanon 
and to preserving its regime and the main features of its survival is no 
longer a mere verbal commitment but a practical commitment reflected in part 
by the units of the U.S. fleet present off the Lebanese coast--units that 
intervened in the mountain war at the right time--and by the Marines who 
are present in Beirut in numbers that will increase with time. 


Throughout recent weeks, Israel has remained silent vis-a-vis the development 
of the U.S. initiative for Lebanon from a political to a military initiative, 
and no reactions have been expressed by Israel's political and military rulers 
toward this U.S. development, keeping in mind that diplomatic reports have 
indicated that throughout this period, Israel has not viewed this development 
in the U.S. role with satisfaction. 











égan to express its concern somewhat audibly in the wake of the 
cease-fire on the mountainwhen some units of the U.S. fleet, especially 
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destroyer "New Jersey" [as published] left Beirut'’s coast and proceeded 
toward the southern coast, taking positions across from the Tapline oil 
refineries in al-Zahrani, which is nearly 10 kilometers from Sidon in the 


area under the Israeli occupation. 


The Israelis protested this U.S. action and expressed their concern when 
they could find no explanation for the positioning of the U.S. fleet units 


off the area under their occupation. 


Israeli media provided no interpretation fo 
leaxed reports have said that Israeli officials discussed this matter with 
: side l envoy McFarlane and demanded certain expla: 


, 
a 
ba) 





Joservers of the detailed developments inthe situation in the Lebanese arena 
do not want to discuss at length the facts in Israel's view of the develo 
ment of the U.S. role in Lebanon nor the facts in the U.S. view 

f the Israeli role in Lebanon and the future of the Israel 
yn Lebanese soil. These observers don't even want to dwell on th 
yr conflict in the U.S. and Israeli positions toward the situation in 
anc its developments. Ail that the observers permit themselves to say i 
that tne U.S.-Israeli front in Lebanon is in a state of stagna ation and that 
there is no noteworthy movement in this regard, except for what is circu 
pout secret contacts Washington is holding with Israel to modify the 

rd between Israel and Lebanon. 
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ept for the information conveyed on this matter from Washington by 
Dr Elie Salim, the Lebanese minister of foreign affairs, upon his return 


from New York after two meetings with U.S. Secretary of State George Shultz, 
)thing new has been leaked about the stage that Washington has reached 

in its endeavor with Israel. It is believedthat this issue will continue 

to be shrouded in ambiguity until Dr Wadi’ Haddad, President Amin al-Jumayyil's 


adviser, returns from Washington where he met with President Reagan on the 
instructions of President al-Jumayyil. 


nether Israeli silence over the question of the attempt to modify the accord 
jue to the Israelis’ preoccupation with forming their government and 


i 
witn the economic crisis in which they are floundering or to other 
extremely doubtful that Israel will agree to amend the 1/ May 
accord, especially if this touches on either or both of the ree two 
fundamental points: abolishing the linkage between the Israeli and Syrian 
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witndrawal and asking Israel to effect a full withdrawal to be “followed 

oy Syrian withdrawal or abolishing the security arrangements stipulated 
accord and replacing them by political guarantees to satisfy Syria, 

idering that one of Syria's most prominent objections to this accord is 

that these security arrangements violate Lebanon's sovereignty and pose a 
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threat to Syria's national security. 








If we judge matters by their appearance and in light of the information 
available to certain circles, Israel prefers to abolish the 1/7 May accord 
or to keep it frozen rather than amend it in this manner because such an 
amendment means, according to well-informed diplomats, making "concessions’ 
rejected for security and strategic considerations. Such concessions 
"mean denying Israel any political or security gains as a result of its 
invasion of Lebanon, and this is to the benefit of Syria's security and 
political interest in Lebanon and in the area." 


Reliable reports indicate that the attempt to amend the 1/7 May accord has 

not been the only U.S. step toward Israel recently. Rather, this step 

was preceded by U.S. pressure exerted on Israel to restrain it in Lebanon 
polivically when Washington realized that the manner in which Israel inter- 
fered in Lebanese affairs politically was intensifying the internal situation 
and further entrenching the differences between the Lebanes factions, 
especially the sectarian clashes. 


These reports indicate that Washington exerted its pressure in the wake 

of the visit made to Beirut by Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Arens and of 
the internal storm generated by that visit. It is not unlikely that this 
U.S. pressure hastened the resignation and retreat of Israeli ex-Prime 
Minister Menachem Begin, whose private secretary said afterwards that 
Begin experienced a state of frustration as a result of what Israel is 
facing in Lebanon. 


Here it can be reliably said that the Israeli reaction to this U.S. pressure 
was a military reaction embodied in Israel’s rejection of withdrawal from 
the mountain in a coordinated manner and in its efforts to ignite the fuse 
of war immeciately on its sudden withdrawal, Israel also contributed greatly 
to intensifying this war and to the game of the military and sectarian equ- 
ation in Lebanon. 


In the mountain war, Israel believed that it taught Lebanese President Amin 
al-Jumayyil and a number of Christian leaders a lesson from which they must 
learn, namely, that without reaching a profound understanding with the 
Israelis and continuing to wager on the U.S. role alone will lead the 
Lebanese situation to further collapse and the interest and safety of the 
Lebanese regime will be in danger. 


In the first days of the mountain war, the Israelis expected the Lebanese 
president and some Christian leaders to go to them asking for help and 
protection. But when nothing of the sort happened, the Israeli leaders, 
especially the military leaders headed by the minister of defense, intensi- 
fied their military pressure on the ground and resorted to actions that 
caused further disintegration of the internal situation, or at least caused 
this situation to seem to be in a state of final collapse. 


It was no coincidence that the talk of a U.S. attempt to amend the 1/7 May 
accord was coupled with: 
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st, Israeli measures that sought to >::° ccdeamaeie ions on movement between 
south and the other parts of Lebanon, ¢#s ‘ty Beirut--a fact that 
trayed those restrictions as a step on th. to stripping the south 

m Lebanon. 


ond, resorting to the creation of armed military organizations in the 
th and then in al-Kharrub district, which falls administratively under 
jurisdiction of al-Shuf Province. These organizations have been formed 
hin sectarian and denominational frameworks with the purpose of preparing 
for sectarian sedition and wars similar to the 
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ing in diplomatic circles find it unlikely that Israel will 
cheme to explode sectarian, religious and political sensi- 


ities and from its attempt to achieve a split in the population on grounds 
t crystalize the scheme for partition and for sectarian cantons. This 
the only weapon that Israel persists in using in reply to the Lebanese, 
- and Arab positions that have been moving and continue to move in the 
ection of eliminating all traces of the Israeli war in Lebanon and of 
ying the Jewish state any of the gains that it planned to achieve at the 
itical, security and economic levels as a result of the operation Israel 
led the “Peace for Galilee” operation. 
ceeding on the premise of these fundamental Israeli considerations, there 
Eastern and Western diplomats in the Lebanese capital who meet in the 
ief that the conflict in the Lebanese arena, with its old and new 
truments, will persist perhaps with even greater intensity, because the 
2elis f t e 


Pp 
received more than one political slap in 

be ing the fact that Syria has been able so 
eirut war and to regain the initiative and 
ab level, and to do so even more strongly than 
n, whereas the invasion was supposed to produce 
rael and not in the interest of Syria. 
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ion of expert diplomats that Israel's persistence in the eviction 
l remove all positive features of the truce 

ain cease-fire and transform it into a situation 

i, with all its partitionist connotations, will be 

S f allowing the truce to become an opening 

r a solution on the basis of internal dialogue 


transformation is something the United States is required to fight 


nh all its means ise What is most damaging and provocative to Israel 

the present time is to hear the voices of the Christian leaders, before 

se of the Muslim leaders, calling for a dialogue and agreement with Syria. 
s makes Israel feel that it is still an alien force in the area with which 
alliance can be established, no matter how great Israel's military might 
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The Lebanese official movement persists in its basic direction and is 
presently trying to urge Washington to immediately adopt more pressure- 
exerting initiative in order to prevent the rise of any U.S. appeasement 
because such an action would provide further opportunity to those with 
schemes for partition and fragmentation. 


Last weekend, Egyptian and Syrian papers appeared on the same day to warn 
simultaneously of a war that Israel may launch against Syrian forces in 
Lebanon. This warning did not come out of the blue. Rather, signs began 
to appear on the horizon since the clamor that was raised over Syria's 
acquisition of the advanced Soviet SS-21 missiles and the fears voiced by 
Israel over the delivery to Syria of this sophisticated weapon, which can 
hit targets inside Israel--fears voiced amidst extraordinary U.S. media 
clamor over the issue. 


Amidst the talk about these missiles, their impact and their purpose, it 

has been noted in more than one circle that it is likely that Israel will 
Stage a preemptive military strike against Syria in Lebanon under the pretext 
that this weapon poses a threat to Israel's security because it creates an 
imbalance in the balance of forces in the interest of Syria. 


Added to this possibility is another justification, namely, that to escape 
the stifling economic crisis, Israel's leaders may be prompted to launch 
against Syria a war capable of overturning all the equations now prevalent 
in Lebanon. 


No matter how well prepared the United States is to permit Israel directly 
or indirectly to launch such a war against Syria, what preoccupies attention 
at present is the talk about the real objectives behind this war. Is it to 
settle the Lebanese problem or the area's problem, or both, military? In 
either case, the objective Israel would achieve creates another West Bank 

in north Lebanon where the Palestinians are patriated, thus ending any 
discussion of repatriating them to the West Bank and of solving the problem 
on the basis of President Reagan's plan. 


This, precisely, is the gist of what Israel has been focusing on from the 
invasion of Lebanon and to the present. This calls for the Palestinians 
to live in north Lebanon and for Lebanon to be partitioned into sectarian 
cantons so that Israel can have a free hand and become the biggest and 
strongest power in the entire Middle East. 


This is why some Lebanese factions have hastened to put this information 
before a number of Arab kings and presidents, because it is likely that this 
information will accelerate convocation of the next summit in Riyadh, capital 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


NEW WASTE DISPOSAL PLANT IN AL-SHARIQAH PRODUCES FERTILIZER 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 10 Oct 83 p 3 


/Article by Fathi Silmi: ‘Al-Shariqah Fertilizer Plant: A Project Which 
Has Realized Its Objectives"/ 


/Text/ The fertilizer industry in al-Shariqah has realized the basic objectives 
for which it was established. These are to get rid of garbage and debris by 
sanitary means which will enable the town to avoid many problems related to 
sanitation and protect it from the most dangerous sources of environmental 
pollution, as well as to realize economic benefits by transforming this waste 
into organic fertilizer, to be used in application as fertilizer on farmland, 
covering farming needs in the Emirate of 21-Shariqah. 


Fertilizer production in the 41-Sharigah plant, which belongs to the municipality, 
has gone beyond the stage of meeting local requirements in the most recent 

phase and has advanced to the stage of domestic and foreign exportation, now 

that the practical experiments carried out on this type of fertilizer have 
established its quality and suitability for the soil in the area, 


Mr Hasanayn Nassar, manager of the fertilizer plant in 4!-Shariqah, spoke to us 
about the idea behind the establishment of this project, stating that with 

the increasing economic development in the Emirate of al-Shariqah during the first 
years of the seventies and the expansion in construction which accompanied 

this growth, as a result of the increase in population, which was drawn by 

job opportunities in various areas of production, the municipality of al-Sharigqah 
faced a series of challenges which this rapid development had imposed upon 

it, including the provision of basic services for the town, foremost among 

them sanitation projects. One project proposed for the sanitation facilities 
was the construction of a fertilizer plant which would carry out an opera- 

tion of dual benefit, eliminating the wastes in the town and realizing 

economic benefits by using these wastes to produce the fertilizer necessary 

for agricultural activity and local needs. Therefore, it is clear that the 

main motive which prompted the mmicipality to establish this plant, in the 

first place, was the choice of an advanced method for getting rid of the 

garbage in the town in a way where it would go beyond the problems of period- 
ically Looking for new deposits in which to dispose of this garbage or burn 

it, as is the case with the backward, traditional method which has started to 
constitute one of the most dangerous sources of pollution of the environment. 
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In addition, this garbage, after being transported to the fertilizer p'ant, 
is converted by its modern equipment and machinery into good organic “ertili- 
zer which is used for fertilizing agricultural land to cover the neecs of 
the green areas the municipality is establishing and offer the surplus pro- 
duction to the local market for sale and the realization of a return of 


money for the municipality. 
100 Tons of Wastes a Day 


The notion of establishing the plant came to prominence in 1975. The government 
-~. 4° .94°0 assigned a specialized Italian company to carry out the field 

survey ‘and prepare the necessary study for establishing the plant. while tak- 

ing into account the anticipated size of growth of the town of 4)-Sh4ricah and 

estimating the amount of waste that the town would be producing «t the pres- 

ent time and in coming years. In 1976 a specialized Swiss company started 

the process of constructing the plant, work on the project was completed in 

April 1978, and the plant started operation in October of the same year (1978), 





The plant was built om an area of 400,000 square feet in the Fifth Industrial 
Area, alongside the sewer project which provides it with part of its purifi- 
cation unit output. The costs of constructing the plant, with all its equip- 
ment, came to 22 million dirhams; its capacity, at the start of operations, 
came to 100 tons of waste a day. The fertilizer which this = produces, 
which is mixed with liquid sewage and leftovers from the 4)-Sharica>  entral 
slaughterhouse, is one of the highest quality fertilizers chat are suite 

for desert and arid area soils. Scientific experiments conducted by experts 
on this type of fertilizer since the plant started production have proved 
great success in the application of fertilizer to gardens, green spaces, 
fruit and vegetable cultivation, forest plants and general farming. The 
Ministry of Agriculture took part in these experiments, and they were re- 
corded on films to provide guidance in the future. The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture has suggested that the fertilizer be used. 


Exporting Production 


On the evolution of work in the plant, Hasanayn Nassar said, “At the start of 
operation the plant was receiving about 100 tons of waste a day. Not all 
this enters into the fertilizer production process; rather, about 50 percent 
of it is removed--pieces of wood and iron, wire, cables, glass, rubber and 
other materials which are not suited to the production of Sestiliser. With 
the development and growth of the town of 21-Shariqah and the ise 
the volume of the wastes increased and the plant started to receive about 200 
tons of wastes a day (including the unsuitable materials). The plant's fer- 
tilizer output came to about 40 tons a day, covering the requirements of 
agricultural projects in the municipality and the requirements of citizens 
farming all agricultural areas of the country. Im addition, it exports some 
output to the Sultanate of Oman.” 
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Special Advantages 


Concerning the advantages of this sort of fertilizer, he said, ‘When estab- 
lishment of the plant was studied, the type of soil in the Gulf area in gen- 
eral and in the state of the emirates was taken into account. This fertiliz- 
er is distinguished for treating land which is of low fertility; when it is 
used, it prevents the seepage of water downward through the pores of the sandy 
soil and consequently retains humidity for a longer period, which helps econo- 
mize irrigation water use. Its suitability is also based on its ability to 
reclaim land over large areas, and it is possible to rely on this type of 
fertilizer to farm large areas of plants. It is also considered a source of 
organic materials which kill harmful insects and resist plant diseases. Every 
month a chemical analysis is performed on samples of the plant's fertilizer 

in tne municipality laboratory, and the results of the analysis confirm that 
the fertilizer is rich in nitrogen, phosphate and potassium, which aid the 
growth of plants and their increased production. For this reason, the farm- 
ers in various areas of the country agree to buy the fertilizer from the 
Sharjah plant, after having used imported fertilizers, whose value per ton 
ranges from 800 to 1,200 dirhams, once the municipality of Sharjah had set a 
price of just 250 dirhams per ton on the fertilizer in its plant, to make mat- 
ters easy for citizens, offer them discounts and realize self-sufficiency in 
local production. 


"The plant has also provided a special kind of soft fertilizer, packed in 25- 
kilogram sacks, and a mocern new machine whose capacity comes to about 160 
sacks an hour has been imported to bag the soft fertilizer. This type of soft 
fertilizer sells for 300 dirhams a ton." 


Stages of Fertilizer Production 


Concerning the production process stages, Mr ‘Abd-al-Rahman Muhammad Batti, 
an official in the plant, spoke, stating, "The plant receives from 25 to 30 
municipality trucks a day bringing garbage from the various areas of town. 
These trucks unload their waste cargoes in a large spot allocated for that, 
where workers carry out an initial separation process on these wastes, remov- 
ing wood boxes, pieces of metal and materials which are not suitable, segre- 
gating these materials and transporting them to areas where similar wastes 
are removed, while the remaining materials go into the machine and the produce 
tion process is started. The wastes pass over a magnet, which picks up pieces 
of metal, iron, and small tin cans which had not been separated out in the 
initial separation process and throws them out. After that, the wastes go 

t hrough a mill which crushes them into small pieces which go into a revolving 
drum inside which the fermentation process takes place, after the addition of 
sewage water which comes automatically from the sewage plant adjacent to the 
plant by a pipe connecting the plant to the factory, piping in the sewage 
water to a large tank in the plant so that it can be stored and drawn from 

as needed by pump, in accordance with the amount needed for the volume of 
fertilizer. In addition, the byproducts of the central slaughterhouse and 
rotten food which the municipality health department confiscates from shops 
and markets, such as meat, fish, poultry, vegetables, fruit and other spoiled 
foodstuffs, are added, 





“In the process, materials which cannot be dissolved and materials which are 
not suited for fertilizer, such as pieces of cloth, plastic and rubber are 
isolated and removed, since the machine automatically throws them out. After 
that, the suitable part of the fertilizer is transported mechanically to en- 
closures so that the reaction and fermentation process can take place inside 
the enclosures, with attention to the temperature. The fertilizer stays in 
the enclosure for a period of 3 weeks, and in that period is constantly aer- 
ated and turned over so that its temperature will not rise, so that the bac- 
teria will be killed and the reaction process is completed in the proper man- 
ner. After a period of 3 weeks elapses, the fertilizer becomes fit for use. 


‘In the case of the soft fertilizer, the process of sifting and purifying the 
ordinary fertilizer in the enclosures is carried out, and that is moved to a 
special machine which crushes it and softens it. It is then packaged by 
another special machine in 25-kilogram plastic bags and is readied for sale 
locally or for export.” 


A Practical Experiment To Select Quality 


Concerning the constant experiments to develop production, Mr Hasanayn Nassar, 
the manager of the plant, came back and talked to us about these, saying 
"The plant recently conducted a practical experiment on the type of fertiliz- 
er it produces, in cooperation with an Australian company and a Swedish ove 
which firms specialize in the production of fertilizers and agriculture, with 
the objective of determining the possibility of mixing the fertilizer from “"« 
-Shar plant with the type of fertilizer produced by the Australian com- 
pany. A plot of land whose area is estimated at about 1,000 square meters 
belonging to the plant was set aside and divided into five equal basins, 


omunane with green bermuda grass. In the first basin, organic fertilizer from 


‘sah plant was used, in the second, animal fertilizer, in the 
third woed fertilizer produced by the australian bepered ont in the reusth 
a mixture of fertilizer from the < |-Snsariaah any 
wood fertilizer, in equal portions. The fifth taste | was oliabed without the 
useof any fertilizer. 


Increasing the Potency of the 2)-Shariqan Fertilizer 


‘The result of this experiment was that the aarp p was a success in the 
first basin, and the potency of the + -5%4ric t fer cer t sed 
was proved, followed in degree by the second besin, in which sninel fertilis- 
er was used, The planting in the third basin, in which the Australian com- 
pany'’s wood fertilizer was used, was not a success, nor was it in the fourth 
vasin, where the mixed fertilizer was used, or the fifth, which was planted 
without the use of any fertilizer.” 


Concerning special instructions om the proper methed for using fertilizer in 
agriculture, Mr Hasanayn Nassar said, ‘The fertilizer mist not be left to dry 
during the process of transportation and storage before it is used, and it 
must not be sprayed on plants and left. Rather, it is necessary to mix the 
fertilizer well with the soil in the area around the plant seeds, spray the 
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fertilizer or the soil with water to facilitate the process of mixing it, and 
put an upper layer of pure soil 5 centimeters thick on the mixture consisting 
of the fertilizer and soil. The maximum amount of fertilizer used in each 
square meter ranges from 3 to 5 kilograms. In addition, the nutritious in- 
gredients in the fertilizer must be supplemented by the use of the proper 
amount of fertilizers during the growth of the plant, in accordance with its 
requirements, and it is preferable to use two sacks of urea for each ton of 
fertilizer. The use of fertilizer in this proper manner will greatly facili- 
tate tne improvement of the capacity of the sandy soil to retain irrigation 
water and nutritious elements so that the plant can benefit from them and so 
tnat effort may be saved as far as the water and fertilizers needed for the 
plant growth are concerned.” 
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SECURITY CHIEF DESCRIBES PROJECTED CRACKDOWN ON SMUGGLING, LOOSE MORALS 
Al-Shariqah AL-KHALLJ in Arabic 9 Oct 83 p 9 


/Article by Nasr al-Majali: "Brig Gen ‘Abdallah Al-Sirri: We Will Not Allow 
the Manipulation of People's Security and Lives"/ 


/Text/ In terms of years, 4!-Shariqah is still young. In terms of ac: mpAishments, 
a1-Shariqah is growing every day, thus going beyond all predictions. It 

is not offering anything unusual, but its ambitions are becoming firmly im- 
planted, and what is being achieved in real terms generally goes beyond nun- 

ber. Plans are being carried out, others are being conceived, the next few 

years are promising, and 1990 is even more promising. 


The qualitative development that 41-Shariqah is witnessing must be accompanied 
by a group of orders and statutes, and the achievements must have protection 
and security. Therefore the police agencies’ responsibilities toward the 

goal assigned to them are growing and deepening. People's security and hap- 
piness and their sense of security truly make them venture upon sincere, pro- 
ductive work and accomplishments. 


Brig Gen ‘Abdallah al-Sirri, the director general of a41-Shariqah police, opened 
his file to AL-KHALLIJ, talking about the development plans, the condition 
the security agencies and the police should enjoy, and their role. 


Brig Gen al-Sirri said, "The general conception, as far as the police goes, 
is founded not on quantity but on quality. We want development in terms of 
quality, not quantity." He admitted, "Here is the important point; there- 
fore, it is sometimes difficult to choose the type of person we must recruit 
in the security and police agencies. We want an educated type of person, 
with an excellent background, who will play a large role in dealing with 
people. As you know, the majority of people who volunteer as recruits are 
illiterates. Therefore, we have to give careful thought in choosing; the 
policemen we want are a specific type, distinguished in terms of understand- 
ing and perception. They deal with a group of different mentalities and 
nationalities which have come from various environments and have their own 
customs, traditions and laws as well. In the context of this situation, we 
must make proper choices. Competence and background are basic in this 
matter." 
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Development of Activity 


/Question/ During his visit, you talked with Shaykh Sultan ibn Muhammad al- 
Qasimi, member of the Supreme Council, at length, and he expressed his direc- 
tives on a number of matters, especially the development of police agency 
activity. What about the work plan to carry out Shaykh Sultan's directives? 


He replied, "When Shaykh Sultan visits the general police department and 
meets the officers and policemen, he comes as everyone's brother, with a 
sincere desire to support the agency. His recent visit was made to support 
his brothers and become informed about their conditions. A number of matters 
were discussed during the visit. He expressed total understanding and agreed 
to many recommendations.” 


Brig Gen al-Sirri said, "In reality, 4!-Shariqah is on the verge of many indus- 
trial developments and projects. It is on the verge of a resurgence and de- 
velopment. Therefore we gave his highness the ruler a brief, correct picture 

of ambitions for the year 1990, in which year the population of « -S 4riqah will 
be 250,000. To train a person for the police agency takes a period of time 
ranging from 5 to 6 months. If we produce two classes every year, we will 

have a contingent of qualified graduates by 1990." 


Keeping up with the Age 


The director general of 4!-Shariqah police added, "Our age is development, 
development in order to keep up with the age. Our plan Sacletes the patra, 
duction of advanced agencies reducing reliance on manpower. we aspire to use 
computers for information and information retention, in place of stacks of 

files and papers.” 


/Quest ion/ Will future personnel be natives of the emirates? 


/Answer/ Yes. They certainly will be natives of the country, and we have a 
plan to make the police agencies domestic. 


/Quest ion/ Is the Ministry of the Interior in favor of these plans? 


/Answer/ Yes, our brothers in the ministry have expressed their interest in 
the matter. However,it isconnected to the budget. Brig Gen al-Sirri said, 
"Police throughout the world have every facility available to them--commni- 
cations, modern management, guard dog units, tracking units, criminal labora- 
tories and forensic physicians. In addition, policemen abroad are more 
qualified than the ones here, Therefore we aspire to have security agencies 
that are capable and developed working in the interests of the people and for 
their security and safekeeping, which are above all considerations." 


The Curse of Narcotics 


/Quest ion/ Let us draw back a little from the police agency, to which we 
will return in subsequent questions, and ask about the terrible "curse" of 











narcotics; what are your plans to combat them and combat the people who 
deal in them? 


The director general of 4!-Shariqah police said, "I believe that this curse, as 
you call it, still threatens the area and is being re-exported in one way or 
another. I can say that narcotics use and local dealing in narcotics are 

viry minor, but we are in fact part of this world and we must fight this 

curse, whether it is transitory or indigenous. We are fighting it with all 
means, especially since we represent the country, and our brothers in the 

other departments are doing their duty at the highest levels and ave giving 
their full attention to this matter,” 


He went on, "Smugglers pass through from time to time, and we mst not let 
despair sink into our spirits. I can say that we do not have ‘gangs’ that 
are indigenous to our own country, which it is difficult for us to confront 
and pursue, but the means and techniques of smuggling in the world are numer- 
ous, and we, correspondingly, are on the lookout, through the devotion of our 
citizens and the efforts of the police agencies in our country--efforts which 
will yield results. The results may not be as we ask and wish, but they are 
good. I[ can tell you that we have unearthed many cases. The important thing 
is deterrence, If there is deterrence, and stringent sentences are imposed 
on these types of people, I believe that they will help the police agencies 
tighten their grip on the matter.” 


They Do Not Satisfy One's Longings 


/Quest ton/ What then is your evaluation of the sentences that have been 
handed down against narcotics dealers? 


/Answer/ The sentences that are being issued do not satisfy one's longings. 
They are light sentences which are not in keeping with the psychology and 
behavior of the people who engage in smuggling. Smugglers need strong deter- 
rence based on strong laws.” 


Brig Gen al-Sirri added, "I can say that the existing penal code, and even 

the future one which is in the process of being prepared, must contain deter- 
rent penal provisions that are in keeping with the efforts being made to con- 
tain this plague. The terrible dangers of drugs must be confronted with a 
punishment that is as strong as they are; otherwise, our society will face 
disaster and its equilibrium will be disrupted. However, hope lies in the 
strong and re‘\igious and moral impediments which often rrcevent that. There 

is no decadence here, praise be to God, as in other areas, Our customs re- 
main as they are, our family remains as it is, and they are not affected by 
this curse. However, that does not keep one from intensifying the punishment.” 


Astatic Labor 


/Quest ton/ What bodies would you say are behind the drug smuggling operations? 


The director general of police said, "Who, aside from the labor that has come 
to the country? I mean, specifically, Asiatic labor, since a large 








proportion of Arabs do not engage in this type of commerce. [I can say that 
the Arab labor that has come to the country is to a large degree innocent of 
engaging in this disgraceful activity. 


“We, as a country that lies in the middle of the map of the world, are con- 
cerned not to be a bridge for the flow of narcotics. We are concentrating 
on this point now. Smugglers will face intense surveillance." 


We Are Not Deporting Anyone 


/Question/ A number of statements were issued recently on the role of the 
police in deportation procedures and the prosecution of people violating 
labor laws. What is the real role of this agency? Does it deport, or does 
it carry o the orders it is given? 


Brig Gen ‘Abdallah al-Sirri said, "The police are an executive agency. Any- 
one violating the labor and migration law faces specific remedies, some of 
which lie within the jurisdiction of the police. The police does not deport 
anyone of its ‘own mind’ or ‘by its whim.’ It does not control this 'process.' 
We are not a judiciary agency, we are a judiciary police. However, we are an 
executive force as far as the judiciary and what it asks us to carry out are 
concerned." 


/Question/ A bomb recently exploded in a workshop and killed a person. What 
is the role of the police in coping with matters like this before it is too 
late, especially since this incident was repeated on specific occasions? 


The director general of the police in Sharjah said ‘That indeed happened. 

The bombs that existed in these workshops, such as that one, seemed to have 
been ‘dropped’ in previous periods and did not blow up. Therefore they were 
considered dead and were sold as scrap. However, we have not put the matter 
away in drawers and fallen silent about it--all our agencies are following up 
on it. There is official attention from all levels on the matter, and we 

will inspect all the workshops. In my opinion, we will not find other similar 
bombs. On this subject I can say that these workshops get their materials 
from everywhere, and it could happen once that one of their items in stock 
would be an army surplus bomb of this sort.” 


we Are Not Dreaming of the Celestial City 


/Question/ Ordinary people have romantic dreams of their towns” and their 
development. Do you suppose your dreams in the police agencies are in keeping 
with these? Let me say, are these dreams that can be realized? What do you as- 

‘re to have al-Shariqah become? That seems to be an easy question and a dif- 
ficult one at the same time. 


Brig Gen ‘Abdallah al-Sirri said, ‘We cannot dream of the celestial city. We 
are realists. We always conceive of and imagine reality. I told you that we 
have a plan for 1990, for the population of a city of 250,000. There are 
projects for two industrial communities, in al-Hamriyah and al-Saj‘'ah, and 








new areas are emerging. These are all conceptions, and are all in the frame- 
work of plans. At tne same time, we are pressed on by the hope that we will 
emerge from the vise of the mentality of the forties. We want to evolve from 
the police of the forties to the police of the eighties and nineties. There 
is no doubt that senior officials have an understanding of the matter. The 
important thing is that we take initiative and get results.” 


"Aodallah al-Sirri admitted frankly, "\.< do not have a human base to proceed 
with. Therefore, we can only rely on the auxiliary power, technology, and [ 
hope that we will totally overcome the labor problem domestically and abroad. 
Therefore, I hope that we can look on the police as a whole as a vital and 
very important agency wnich must not be ignored, because, however many good, 
broad streets we may have, and buildings arising and factories being built, 
they will continue to be ‘threatened’ as long as the police agency is incap- 
able of protecting them. Therefore, it is necessary that this agency evolve 
in qualitative and quantitative terms in order to keep abreast of ali the de- 
velopments around it, so that it can live with this situation. We cannot 
have a petrochemical plant when I do not have someone who can handle it; that 
could cause a fire.” 


/Quest ion/ Good. What do you have to say to people, then’ 


/Answer/ The advice to people who are citizens and those who come to the 
country remains as it is. For example, we tell people that it is obvious that 
cars are an instrument for transportation, not an instrument for killing. 
People must have mercy on themselves. The traffic accidents in the emirates 
are tne highest in the world; we want to be in the forefront in this world, 
but not in traffic accidents.” 


Developing People First of All 


/Question/ Om the subject of traffic accidents, what are your measures for 
developing traffic agencies? 


/Answer/ The traffic agency was created to try to limit the burden of the 
large number of cars and regulate their use om the streets. However, many of 
our ‘'brothers'’ who use the roads are the cause; an accident between two cars 
obstructs movement more, and causes "snarls" in the streets for us as well as 
for other people. The large size and the breadth and length of the streets, 
the type of car, and the type of driver have all paved the way for the occur- 
rence of many accidents. 


In this area, let me urge guardians, on whom I put most of the blame, to co- 
operate with us in guarding their sons’ safety. They are responsible like 

uS. For people to cooperate with us in the context of the regulations that 
exist and are in effect will reduce and lessen the severity of accidents. we 
ask everyone to be a traffic policeman, watching over himself first of all, 

so that we will thus be able to control the process, because laws and bills 
will not control anyone who does not control himself. However, the person 

who does not control himself will be punished. Most unfortunately, some people 
come around only through punishment. 








/Quest ion/ But what if the issuance of licenses to drive vehicles is reduced? 


The director general of the police replied, “As far as citizens of the emirates 
go, as long as they exceed the legal age, we give them licenses, because that 
is their right. As far as labor that has come to the country goes, 2 group of 
restrictions have been set out, and we have set out 4 number of conditions, 

not to complicate these people's work but to make things easier on the streets 
and ease traffic congestion.” 


He said, "We are facing a real increase in numbers of cars. The annual in- 
crease is 15,000 cars--that is, in the next 6 years the increase will be 
105,000 cars, om top of the 70,000 cars that exist now, which are all operable. 


“we also do not encourage the notion of traffic lights in 4 -Sharicqs! nd there- 
fore have an integrated plan to build overpasses and set up tunnels to facili- 
tate the flow of traffic, and other plans to deploy new parking spaces. We 

will try to disperse the points of congestion to other areas, to reduce the 
traffic congestion in some areas that are full of cars.’ 


No to People Who Deal Lightly with the Security of the People 


/Question/ Do you believe it is feasible to reduce the saperte “ cars to 
cope with expected traffic crises and those that «© -* «rica> is facing now? 


/Answer/ We are a country that is governed by the free economy, and we cannot 
place restrictions on that. However, it is possible to deal with the matter 
in other ways. For example, we can reduce taxis. In addition, drivers’ 
training cars are causing us snarlups now; we have a plan to establish a 
"special town’ for automobile education, which will be a special area for 
education. We will also seek to create parking spaces om all streets. 


The director general of «4. ariqah tat l 
else, is that drivers have an attitude of coat | taste ond subelies poe realize 
that their freedom ends where that of others begins. We do not want reckless 
drivers. 


"Shaykh Sultan ibn Muhammad al-Qasimi has given full orders to give the police 
all authority and support to eliminate people's vexations. We do not want 
reckless conduct, we do not want colored lights and we do not want cars to be 
used for things other than their purpose.’ 


He said, “In reality, we do not want people who deal Lightly with people's 
security by means of cars. It is necessary to control traffic. We would 
like the police to direct its efforts to points people raise which are of 
use in their lives. The success of these agencies is focussed on people's 
cooperation first of all and people's cooperation secondly and thirdly, and 
so on, to the end.” 


Brig Gen al-Sirri went on, "I might be unjust sometimes in my appraisals; 
all people are at fault. However, I mean reckless aimless young people, 
people who act in improper ways which they consider to be ‘personal freedom’ 
and do not realize that this freedom conflicts with the freedom of others.” 








Their Presence Is Legal 


/Question/ There are some observations on groups of people who come to Sharjah 
Bay by launch and spread out their wares on the piers in the bay. The ques- 
tion is, are these people coming to the country by legal means, and how are 
they being subjected to oversight? 


Brig Gen ‘Abdallah al-Sirri said, “Everything that comes into the country is 
subject to oversight by the border patrol and the coast guard. These agencies 
are supposed to have ‘cast a glance’ at these launches and to have made cer- 
tain that the people in them have sound legal status, after which the customs 
department will take charge of dealing with them, As far as people who set 
out the cloths on the edge of the bay, that is the business of the municipal- 
ity; it is put in charge in this area. 


“We feel that there might be some violations on the part of these people, and 
we will not be heedless of dealing with them, but the great majority of them 
come in legally. You can confirm that.” 


Homes Are Inviolable 


/Question/ Let us return to two questions on your agency, the police, which 
are the finishing touch: first, how do police agencies cope with emergencies 
on public streets, and then do they go into people's homes if compelled to do 
$o, without prior permission from the office of the prosecutor? 


‘Abdallah al-Sirri answered by stating, "Policemen do not go into homes except 
to prevent the occurrence of a crime, after being called by the owner of the 
home himself. They go in just to save the situation. In other cases, the 
police go into people's homes only after an order from the office of the 
public prosecutor. We realize that ‘homes are kingdoms and are inviolable?" 


/Question/ What about the morals police? That was the focus of conversation 
during Shaykh Sultan's recent visit to the police department. 


/Answer/ We discussed the matter with his highness, and a special team wiil 
soon be formed to combat people who try te disrupt public morals. We are a 
society with its own traditions and customs, a society which has a tolerant 
Islamic law, and we cannot allow people to trespass, manipulate our citizens’ 
customs and traditions and violate the teachings of our pure religion. There 
are some immoral practices on the part of some people which we will stop, and 
whose perpetrators we will prosecute. We cannot allow any of them to destroy 
the freedom of Ramadan or disturb people on the streets, especially children. 
We cannot allow anyone to wear clothing which violates public morality or go 
about in the streets wearing bikinis, for instance, or bathing suits, We will 
adhere to these opservations strictly. The morals police of course will be 
in civilian clothes. 


These matters bearing on the duties of the morals police are to be found in 
every advanced country, and it is not a heretical idea which we ourselves are 
propounding. It is a step which as far as we are concerned is civilized. 











The discussion ended after an hour and a half. There were dozens of citizens 
who had come to enlist in front of the police department. I wondered, as I 
was saying goodbye to ‘Abdallah al-Sirri, whether our aspirations would be 
realized at their hands. We hope so. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


STATUS OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN EXPENDITURES IN CURRENT FISCAL YEAR REVIEWED 
Abu Dhabi AL-ITTIHAD in Arabic 9 Oct 83 p 2 


/Article by Ahmad Sa'id: "3.1 Billion Dirhams in Annual Development Program 
Expenditures in Abu Dhabi over 8 Months This Year"'/ 


/Text/ Total spending on annual development program projects in the Emirate 
of Abu Dhabi came to 3,101,303,000 dirhams in the period from 1 January to 
31 August. 


This was 50 percent of total allocations. Of this sum, 3,002,574,000 dirhams 
were spent on chapter one projects bearing on contracted projects, the sum 
of 88,347,000 dirhams was spent on chapter two projects bearing on direct 
work projects, and 10,382,000 dirhams were spent on chapter three projects 
bearing on transitions. 


Spending by department was as follows: 


The Works Department: its expenditures came to 709,704,000 dirhams, of which 
211,759,000 were for the Government Buildings Bureau; 497,945,000 dirhams 
were spent on the Transportation and Services Bureau. 


The Department of Water and Electricity: its expenditures came to 740,127,000 
dirhams. These were spent as follows: 


The Bureau of Projects, which spent the sum of 401,030,000 dirhams, the Bureau 
of Electric Distribution, which spent 251,565,000 dirhams, and the Water 
Bureau, which spent 87,532,000 dirhams. 


The Abu Dhabi Municipality and City Planning Department: its expenditures 
came to 860,382,000 dirhams, distributed as follows: the Road Section, 
488,646,000 dirhams, the Parks Section, 35,870,000 dirhams, the Forests 
Section, 40,839,000 dirhams, the Municipality Engineering Section, 
131,535,000 dirhams, the City Planning Section, 75,964,000 dirhams, and the 
Committee on Sewers, 87,528,000 dirhams. 


The Office of the Ruler's Representative, in the Eastern Province; its ex- 
penditures came to 67,129,000 dirhams, distributed as follows: the Ground- 
water Bureau, 7.25 million dirhams, the Bureau of Antiquities and Tourist 


51 














Activity, 8,855,000 dirhams, the Bureau of Forests, 15,237,000 dirhams, and 
the Housing Section, 35,787,000 dirhams. 


The al-‘Ayn Municipality Department, which spent 423,533,000 dirhams, dis- 
tributed as follows: the Roads Section, 269,687,000 dirhams, the Parks Sec- 
tion, 42,237,000 dirhams, the zoo, 1,946,000 dirhams, the Committee on Sewers, 
46,334,900 dirhams, and Municipality Engineering and City Planning, 63,329,000 
dirhams. 


The Department of Agriculture and Livestock Production: its expenditures came 
to 45,276,000 dirhams. 


The Abu Dhabi Royal Court, 41,365,000 dirhams. 
The Ports Department, 908,000 dirhams, 

The Department of Finance, 40,795,000 dirhams, 
The Planning Department, 325,000 dirhams. 


The Information (Department), 73,030,000 dirhams. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIEFS 


RA'S AL-KHAYMAH SOCIAL AID--The Social Affairs Bureau in Ra's al-Khaymah is 
spending 14 million dirhams on citizens in the area as total social aid 
entitlements for the months of July and August. An official source said that 
4,966 citizens of the area will benefit from this aid and added that it is 
probable that the bureau will complete the process of disbursement in the 
next week. In another area, the social development centers have started dis 
tributing aid to citizens in their centers in Ra's al-Khaymah, al-Mu‘ayrid, 
al-Jazirah al-Hamra’, al-Rams, Sha'’m, al-Diqdaqah, benefiting from the social 
development aid came to 2,672; they received a sum of_4 million dirhams. 
/Text/ /Al-Shariqah AL-KHALLJ in Arabic 11 Oct 83 p 2/ 11887 
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BANGLADESH 


CORRESPONDENT REPORTS BEGINNING OF ELECTION ACTIVITY 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 18 Oct 83 pp l, 8 
[Article by Mustafa Tareq: "Polls Activities Begin in Villages"] 


[Text] Election activities are gaining momentum in the rural areas as the 
union council polls remain about two months away. 


The talks have, however, not yet taken the shape of postering or trumpeting 
but whispering campaign and discussion over cups of tea were going on in full 
swing in the village markets, tea stalls, roadside shops and other places of 
social gatherings. 


After a crisscross visit to Manohardi upazila of Dhaka and Pakundia upazila of 
Mymensingh I found people eagerly waiting for the date of U.P. election. 


In most of the areas I visited probable figures have already surfaced with 
their candidatures. 


Most of the village tea stalls now remain overcrowded almost all over the day 
and people mainly talk about the ensuing election. Paid agents take the 
opportunity of promoting their candidates. 


Sometimes hitches start when agents of more than one probable candidate remain 
present in the same stall. At least in one case I found two rival groups 
rolling up their sleeves as they differed in views. The almost inevitable 
clash was, however, avoided as the elderly people interrupted. 


As I went through the upazilas I found most of the candidates were unemployed 
educated youths. Most of them had no experience either as a local body repre- 
sentative or as contestant for UP election ever before. In some areas expe- 
rienced chairmen and members are also planning to contest the polls but they 
are very few in number. 


The number of candidates for the local body elections is likely to be much more 
than the previous years. The Government decision to strengthen the local 
bodies and policy of decentralisation encouraged them to participate in the 
polls. 


54 











In Hussaindi, Patuabhanga, Mashua, Burudia, Sagardi, Chalakchar, Char Faradi 
and Paxundia umions there were no less than four candidates for the chairman- 
ship in each of these unions. In a ward of Patuabhanga I recorded the highest 

f 19 candidates for the post of three members. The number for both 
the membership and chairmanship is likely to rise further as the date of 
filing nomination papers would come near, it was widely expected. 


Besides the candidates and their agents, common people are also talking about 


the ensuing election but their prime concern is merits and demerits of the 
eheke | talked about candidates. 

I saw people bent with loads of farm products on their way to markets stop for 
a nile and confirm whether the news of a candidature was genuine. Candidates 


were mainly busy with visiting their neighbourhood with an apparent indiffer- 

ence towards the date of the election and their probable contestants. Their 
iscussion did not seem to be that much important but their presence with a 

ile at the doorstep of the poor neighbours seemed to be. But in his 

aC rangers the would be candidate was more frank, and openly approached 

pecially the youngsters working for him. 


ne election campaign is likely to intensify further as soon as the aman har- 

e try s major food crop starts by the middle of next month. In the 

pre-harvest hardship days, candidates are not in a position to spend lavishly. 
; of the candidates are planning to sell part or the whole of their 

Droperty despite assurances that the election campaigning cost would 

bé borne by the government. 


i 


[he election has not yet taken any political or party colour. People in the 
remote areas are not yet acquainted with the 18-point programme launched by 
the CMLA though in both the upazilas committees for implementing the programme 
nave been formed. 


The UP election is likely to be held on a nonpolitical basis, but the upazila 

isi lection will invariably take a political turn, predicted an expe- 

d pesseeeae worker of Pakundia Upazila. According to him the UP elec- 

lar to the impoverished people as it would beget them opportun- 
season employment in projects like food for works programme. 

Success of the old UP members or chairmen depended on how efficiently they ran 
and how much amount of work they did under the FWP, he added. 
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In upazila parishad election I found some former parliament members, some 
former contestants for the parliaments, planning their candidature. 


Apparently from two considerations they were planning to do so. Ome, many of 
them had doubt whether parliament election would be held at all and the Upazila 
Parishad chairman would have more direct administrative power than any parlia- 


Amidst all these reports and rumours election campaigning is going on unabated. 
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ph 
. 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 Oct 83 pp 1, 16 
xt} The election commission announced on Friday the qualifications and dis- 
qualifications for election of chairmen and members of union parishads and 


ier details for the election due to begin December 27, a Press release said, 
r 


f filing nominations papers: 14th November 1983, Monday. 
> r r , 


f scrutiny of nomination papers: 15th November, 1983, Tuesday. 


ite of withdrawal of candidature: 20th November, 1983, Sunday. 


lling day: From Tuesday, the 27th December, 1983 to Tuesday, the 10th 


a 


erson shall be qualified to be elected or nominated as, and to be, a 
an r Member of a Union Parishad if-- 
itizen of Ban lesh; 
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twenty-five years; and 


« 


his name appears on the electoral roll for any ward in the Union. 


‘rson shall be disqualified for election or nomination as or for being 


ired ympetent court to be of unsound mind; 


ised t ye aA itizen r Bbangiadesn; 
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(Election) Rules 1943. Each candidate for election of Chairman and or Member, 
as the case may be, shall have to select a symbol from these prescribed symbols 
and state it in his nomination paper. If symbols selected by candidates for 
election as a Chairman or Member are found to conflict with each other, the 
Returning Officer shall allocate the symbols in conformity with the wishes of 
the candidates concerned as far as possible and if necessary by lottery. His 
decision in this respect shall be final. If in any election, the number of 
candidates is more than the number of prescribed symbols, the Election Commis- 
sion may add the required number of additional new symbols to the list for 

that election. 


ne candidates, their election agents, proposers and seconders and one 
other person authorised in this behalf by each candidate may attend the 
scrutiny of nomination papers. The Returning Officer shall give them reason- 
able opportunity for examining all nomination papers delivered to him. 

ii. The Returning Officer, in the presence of the persons attending the 
scrutiny shall examine the nomination papers and decide any objection raised 
by any such person to any nomination. He may, either on his own motion or 
upon objection, conduct such summary inquiry as he may think fit and reject a 
mMomination paper if he is satisfied that-- 


a. the candidate is not qualified to be elected as a Chairman or Member, as 


tne case may de; 


+b. The proposer or the seconder is not qualified to subscribe to the nomina- 


Lon IA ve 
C any provision of rule 11 or 12 of the Union Parishads (Election) Rules, 
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d. the signature of the proposer or the seconder is not genuine; 
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a. the rejecting of a nomination paper shall not invalidate the nomination 
of a candidate by any other valid nomination paper; 

b the Returning Officer shall not reject a nomination paper on the ground of 
any substantial nature and may allow any such defect to be remedied forthwith; 


the Returning Officer shall not inquire into the correctness or validity 
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i. Any candidate whose nomination has been rejected by the Returning 
\fficer may appeal to the Upazilla Nirbahi Officer or the Sub-Divisional 
Officer, as the case may be against the rejection within two days of the date 


, 
of scrutiny. An appeal against rejection of nomination shall be disposed of 
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taken on any such appeal shall be final. 


icer shall provide one polling station for each ward of a 
h polling station may contain as many polling compartme 
for voting by male and female voters separately. The number 
of voters to be assigned to a polling compartment will be such that 
r 


all the voters to cast the votes within the polling time. 


[It has been decided to assign on an average of 500 voters to each polling m- 
partment. If the voters in a particular ward is more than the average, the 
Returning Officer may provide additional polling station or polling mpart- 


ments under intimation to the Election Commission. 
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MINISTER COMMENTS ON OPPOSITION ELECTION DEMANDS 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 


(Text) The Minister for Local Government, Rural Development and Religious 
Affairs, Mr Mahbubur Rahman, said the demand of the opposition alliances for 
election to Parliament before all other elections suffers from legal anachro- 
nism. 


If the political parties are so confident about their strength and popular 
image, they should squarely face and fight the ensuing presidential poll as 
they did in the past, he said. 


Talking to ENA at his official residence in Dhaka on Friday Mr Mahbubur Rahman 
who is also the Secretary-General of the Central Executive Council and Central 
Working Committee of the Central Coordination Cell of the 18-point programme 

hought the demand for election to Parliament before presidential poll is like 
asking for putting a cart before the horse. 


The contended election to the Parliament under a presidential dispensation 
cannot produce an elected democratic government for mainly two reasons. 
Firstly as per the suspended Constitution to which all the three alliances 
are direct parties the executive authority of the Republic shall vest in the 
directly elected President and all executive actions of the Government shall 
be expressed to be taken in the name of the President. Naturally therefore 
no executive action can be taken by the Parliament, the Minister added. 
Secondly the Constitution provides that the Parliament shall be summoning the 
Parliament he shall by a notification specify the time and place of its first 
meeting within 30 days of the election. Hence it is mandatory to hold 
Presidential poll prior to Parliament election because it is President alone 
who can summon the Parliament. If the President is not elected before, who 
will summon the Parliament for which the opposition is raising hue and cry. 
[f President is not elected before parliamentary poll who will form the gov- 
ernment. 


By pressing for Parliament election before the presidential poll, the opposi- 
tion alliances, he said, were in fact demanding of the present Government to 
mend the Constitution and tailor it to suit their requirements. But in the 
same breath, they insist it is Parlfament alone and no individual has the 
right to amend the Constitution. The CMLA too is unwilling to amend the 
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BANGLADESH 


PLANS FOR UPGRADING MORE THANAS DESCRIBED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 21 Oct 83 pp l, 8 
[Text] The working of the Upazilas was reviewed at a meeting of the National 


Implementation Committee on Administrative Re-organisation Reform (NICAR) held 
at the CMLA’s Secretariat on Tuesday, says a PID handout. 


Presided over by Rear Admiral M. A. Khan, DCMLA and Minister for Communica- 
tions, the meeting was attended by Minister for Finance and Planning Mr A. ™. 
A. Muhith, Local Government and Rural Development Minister Mr Mahbubur Rahman, 


Home Minister Major General Abdul Mannan Siddiqui, Health Minister Major Gen- 
eral M. Shamsul Haq, Agriculture Minister Mr A. Z. M. Obaidullah Khan, 
Establishment Minister Major General Mohabbat Jan Chowdhury and Works Minister 
Major General M. A. Munin. 


Sadar Thanas numbering 64 would be converted into Upazillas on November 
1983. The organogram of these Upazillas will be different in a number o 
ways from the standard organogram of the rural Upazillas and a Committee with 
Cabinet Secretary as Chairman has been formed to recommend the organogram of 
the Urban Upazillas by November 15, 1983. Each Urban Upazilla will be allotted 
some fund as grant to carry out necessary development works within its juris- 
diction in accordance with the decentralised development programmes of the 
Government. 


following decisions were also taken in the meeting: 


The District Administration in the present shape for retained hardcore execu- 
tive functions of the Government should continue. 

For coordination of affairs of Upazilla Parishad within a district an effective 
institutional arrangement with due people's participation, namely, Zila 

be formed at the district level. Detailed information about 


i - well L. _————— oe , - "3 ™ - i Stumm tue 
this set-up will be forwarded on completion of present phase of upgrading the 


~ . , . 
) . creer 
Parishad, woulc 


rormer tnanas. 
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BANGLADESH 


AWAMI LEACUE-RAZZAK SPECIAL COUNCIL HOLDS SESSION 
First Day's Speeches 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 22 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 


ext) The two-day special Council session of the Bangladesh Awami League 
zak) began on Friday afternoon at the Institution of Engineers. Mr 

fohiuddin Ahmed a member of the party's Presidium presided over the inaugural 

session while Mr Mazharu Islam, an architect and party leader inaugurated it. 


sion was addressed by Mr Muzaffar Ahmed, President of 

National Awami Party (Muzaffar) Chowdhury Harunur Rashid, President of NAP (H) 
l m, General Secretary of Jativa Ekota Party Mr Manzurul Ahsan 

ecretariat of Communist Party of Bangladesh, Mr Nure Alam 

Secretary of Awami League (Mizan) and Mr Abdur Samad, General 

ano Azadi League. Mr Abdul Momin Talukdar, Chairman of the 

ittee welcomed the councillors and delegates. 


ih “se Ce Lk 


ral Working Committee is likely to be empowered to form an 

ittee. No election of office bearers will be held in that case 
owever, charge in the name and organisational structure of the 
t certain. Mr Razzak, in his 27-page printed report called upon 


party is almos 
the party leaders, workers and supporters to unite under the banner of 
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami League (BAKSAL). This is a clear indication 


that the name of the party is being changed to BAKSAL. 


The Subject Committee began its meeting at 10 p.m. on Friday at 60, Lake Circus 
residence of Mr Rashed Mosharaf to discuss this issue. It may be mentioned 
that the party tried to finalise these issues in several meetings of the Sub- 
ect mmittee held earlier. 

\ number of groups from various districts carried banners with inscriptions 
"Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami League." 

Mr Razzak while addressing the session said that his faction of the party had 


keep the party united despite ideological differences of opinion 
yn programme and matters related to launching of the movement. 


He said that despite repeated requests for convening Council session of the 
l ese existing differences, Sheikh Hasina chief of Awami 
did not comply with. The coterie in the party representing 
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)9f convening special Council session. A cultural show followed the second 


session. 


The third session begins at 9 a.m. today (Saturday). 


In a resolution moved at the inaugural session, the Council condoled the death 
»9f party's member of the Presidium, Phani Bhusan Majumder, Dr Abdul Matin 


4 
Choudhury, former Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University, Dr Kazi Motahar 
Hossain, Prof Abul Fazal, Dr Enamul Huq, Leonid Brezhnev Soviet Leader, poet 
Hasan Hafizur Rahman and journalists including Asafuddowia Reza Aziz Ahmed, 
Golam Mowla. The Council expressed sympathy with the bereaved families. 


Concluding Day's Session 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 23 Oct 83 ppl, 12 


Text] Bangladesh Awami League, Razzak faction will now be kmown as BAKSAL 
(Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami League) under the same format as propounded 
by Sheikh Mujibur Rahman. This was decided on the concluding day of the two- 


7 
! 


ay council session at the Institute of Engineers on Saturday. 
Mr Abdul Momin Talukder, Member of the Party presidium was in the chair. 


The party will have a 25-member executive committee with one chairman, ll 
members of the presidium, one general secretary and 12 secretaries. The 
executive committee will be the supreme committee which however, will remain 
accountable to the 115-member central committee. 


[The council also approved certain constitutional amendment and modifications. 


fhe seven-point demands and programmes of the party were also approved by the 


smell 
J \ehh * LO 


The 115-member organising committee will run the party affairs till the first 
suuncil session of BAKSAL. The next council session of BAKSAL is likely to 
held in a year's time. 


\ll members of the executive committee will be ex-officio members of the central 
committee. Besides either President or Secretary one from each of the /0 organ- 


isational districts will be member of the committee and both President and 
Secretary of the four front organisations will be central committee members. 
‘ommittee will coopt 12 others to the committee. 


All the lower tiers of the party will work as local units of BAKSAL and the 
ffice bearers of the existing committees will retain their positions. 


existing executive committee stand dissolved with the announcement of the 
115-member organising committee of the party. The name of the chairman and 
secretary of the organising committee however, was not released till the 


writing of the report at 10:30 p.m. on Saturday. 


68 

















iJ te 
apd r4 r4 
5 yeu a 
t ‘ ‘4 

or 
‘ .4 o 
) ‘ x? 
A i. 
‘ «' vt 
La . Y) va | 
aa 4 
- 4 ©? ‘) La 
) ) ) boa \) 















» O ) 1 oO 
i ) Leu Lu ) 
La N © 
4 ) 4 
bend > : 
Cc «tt — | . 
{ ) 2 «et 
Y y 
( a e 1) wend 
i) © » 
\) cr) ‘ 
n) = >» 
crt i 
- 
C 
i eu 4 
, an oa" 
hea 
t \) 
ay Ow ed 
et i tea >| 
tf. Ww ee 
=} 5 oN ’ 
“4 Oo v 
see Ley 
yo a 
V \ -) ° 
i) iJ _ oe 
Po) ) ur 
| ¥ mm 
er 4 Ww) “ 
— eed 
? -) ) 
¢) 1) ti { 
eed ~ cc) 
A c 
c YW ) 
w“ @ wr «tt 
rn i ,w 
“4 4 Oo 
Cc ‘ee «t . 
4 | a] Pe \ 
no { >» > ) 
: : t4 
La ha “a 7 UD 








4) ; 
‘ 
uo re “4 Coe ors 
" 4 ‘a . 
y « > \* Me om) 
fl ha ' & 
Mu Mu } 
" Cc 4 Lo CS e 4 
7 — “4 ‘ 4 
eend ‘ j ‘ 
| ‘ ‘ 
j q - 4 oO 
: ; he F mx ‘ 
ee 
7 4 *4 aed 
‘ (S ‘* 
. 4 ‘ . ‘ « 
: _ | 
4 











“7; a 
XPELS 


E 


| 
~ 


-led Awam 


fasina 


H 


- 
> 
> 


?) 


“4 


meet 


ittee 


Ommi 


ing C 


fork 


‘fr 


taken at the Central 


was 


Of 


. 
+ 
- 


-iS 


Aar 
= 
= 


- 
> 
+ 


5 


not thinkin; 


was 


Hasina” 


‘ 


eikh 


7 
' 
~ 


. 


anisationa 


™ 


source 


Ff 


d a part 


sai 


. 
- 


October 2] 


faction on 


Razzak 


the 


ce 


cause noti 


show « 


Wamil 


’ 
* 


¢ 
Ol 


the 


, 


aturally 


N 


Hasina. 


£1 
Len 


O 


M 


* 


memoer 


™ 





4 


- 
a 
> 


dent o 


. 
« 


Presi 


President, 
proved that they 


‘ 


gross disregard 


ne 


7 
‘ 


<i 


Razzak 


bdur 
tneir 


, 


* 
Party 


> 
s 





w 


ved 


Zu 





ne 


ec 


1 
+ 


inks 


; 


i 


- 


Ct 


7 


Baksa 


| 


said, 
azzak 


new 


2 


still 


Mr Abdur R 


rogramme re 


p 


asina 


tr 
- 


orban Ali 
4 


K 
part 


— 


: 4 


KNOWN as 2 


y Mr 
be | 
the 


arty 
would 


vr 
































ae 
WY vv 
tx) _ oO = 
‘ ] 
‘ . { oe 
ra ’ 
“ . 
x Cc nage cc a ecco 
> 5 ~~» & “4 hb 
~— co iJ - a! < . 
e+ @ e wag ne ma hy ond 4 
. . . 
ee ~ . O ae) 2 | 4 4 
4 
et & , a 4 + ted j 
— . 4 
« @ Bs» ~» mn 1 
ss . > 
_— ~ Me ~a t @ Le. = ~ T.' ~ 
= ~?t oO . 4 ~ : : = ' 
> Vv _o w Cc i , ° . 
a << v ) Nn ~ Bw 
WM sa } we x 4 4 ji 
egudl 7 . . ~ . 
ww wv : ~ ae “ 
Ww Gc wi “= b 7 M ’ ps mM 4 
SS ound At iw we - 
— " < . 
ce \ os | : i 
Oo dvd vn A “rd nr . D +4 . — . 
— WY 7s . ; ; 
ww wD ' n wy wv 2 © bh 
ose rT! c 5 kh ; 
. : a - < ‘ 
3 YY oO © , , . § : 
© rr Ww Ee re i iJ : i) = 5 1 
= O 4 “= > w Bf 
@® \ TO oO + > & “— j 5 ond uo 4 i 
fe @) c x; CT ha oe nh s ) 
: . 
> ~ b av vu 
‘ \ nr ‘ ~~ . “ " - 
c} a ae | ~ 4 Lo h « o- 
tx) um wv am ww @ ® " . 
~ =| -< . 
— G w : t v - 
>, cs CG hk O oa od Cc OO O 4 3} 
Om, 2 4) OD we 1 ) 1 e j 
Oo. T wd Uy s. i 1 an) i nm 4 
. 4 @) hn |W Ye \. nh & ~ 
ro C = ® \. = ) ® © Ma CC \ 
~ . m , . *) 4 . 
n QO o - b.. + A i 
. " ’ 
Qa. ce We w ‘ ~ Pet ww >, ff S 
ou tes } : oe cg wU ‘ ~ s 6 
- we es Of ’ 7 = a. ) v , v 
ov 7 7 “4 UW 4 iJ) = Q 4 . 
~~ ‘\ * b. . 4 \ 
—~ * @ a © | Cc 3 oe — \ ) n 
—" . , 
ba} ont i. iw ‘, \ “ * i \ i i v — is.) 
b- uJ «< v9wo 3 “J & cw 3 TM 
< - “~ oy . . ~ = 
ox 7 : w ato it a . > , 
° " . . > ‘ 
\ ‘ - ‘ . ’ ’ 7 U 7 4 M () 
MX ve WY ou “ - To ~~ t. > > . ‘ ™ 
ta —N ** olne Lk ? er \D i wv i i “ i 
Om%&, IN — re 2 se _ ’ = = a \ 
ha wv —) re Tw (> ott i . w , 
‘ Ww ~ | ‘ re U * | , i « 
m w at ~~ —* ‘ ~ ‘ Ss i.) nr >. 
May 4 J co TT; vy - ON 4 >> 2 : \ 
-= « MW OE eu a ~~ @ 5 « 
tx! on oud Cc r,s‘ ** Cc \ u c 
Ww 3 Cc 2 A? \. ~ a) i 7 ) ‘ ) > 
m™ ta) — ae A ) *r4 he ¢ 4 
‘ . . . . " 
: ce i mc ound + . anil »| ' 4 
a c np a4 t y s Gk 
ty) 4 nr = | ; & y - 7 & & e v 
a © own “re tC : , ) \ 5 4 eand ‘ . 4 
. i." « — 4 \ 4 ©) €) i 4 
4 »* ‘ t. ae . 
ef te ~~ ~ vot ™ y ; . * 
. 
om oO ~ ” wae ne ( i» 4 i 7 , 4 , 
a, @ Oop © . ‘ vy WU c > 
«** heed — Va CY . - , & : : ~ ; ; 
‘ 1 uw - i v t ‘ ‘ 
. I 4 r —y 4 wr) ’ ’ i \. ’ : . 
i » he , 3 . - . ; 
bd at ‘ et a . & ) f + 5 
mn) ~ , al ~ 7 \ “ > . 4 4 _ 
Y xv 4 ra ) ws —— - 
c “a Oo 2 aa re ‘ > & ‘ 
> ‘ ™~ " > ¥ st ‘ 4 4 t \ ‘ 
\ t . : ~* \ — 











* 








. 
©O 
PS) v 

om | 
Oo w 
a ) 
WY 4 
“4 
wa bhi 
—_ 
£) Ca. 
Q 
= a« 
& 
LF oe | 
wW 
%) * 
= he 
‘ -<@ 
X ke 


ny 
Oo WV 
Yr Oo. 


vo U 
a 
wc wv 
~ 
Ps) 
Oo ¢ 
cg @ 
— es, 
c OQ 
~) kh 
es ) A. 
ww 
eS a 
_ 
\ 
UO 
Cc we 
~~ ] 
x ad 
~ 
‘ *\ 
t&® @ 
. . 4 
~* ‘ 
< nN 
ve --< 
ws 
~~ ~~ 
\ ‘\ 
Ga) 
NO hea 
oO 
be “ee 
2) \ 
. ; 
" cy 
a 
\. 
. . 
‘ 
de = 
a 
s & 
;* 
i v 
" 
‘ 
“ 4 
w ‘ 
4) 
{ 
; : 
; i 


a 


a“ 





- 
“4 * 
2 

ee 


aan rf 
metric 





igement 


ry 
as 


arre 


. 
Ma 
wv 
* 
_s 
N 
ft) 
® whe 
W 
me | 
bx. 
a > 
@ b—< 
Ee 
“. & 
od © 
Va ok 
Sw. 
CG 
q 4) 
ve Cc 
as ] ) 
_ N! 


) 
vY ow 
~~ & 
wv 
2 ba 
_ he 
C Nv 
oY ow 
~ 
> & 
Cc 
N 0 
C 
— ee 
es 
hd 
~ 


j 
ae | 
i + 
i 
™ “ 
. X 
\. 
AY Ke 
s) » 
q) \ 
| 
c ™ 
= & 
. 
, oi 
v a) 
t « 
O 
. i) 
‘ 
“ < 
C 
dy ‘ 
a) 
\ 
. 
\ 








UNTRY 


IN CO 


RULE 


MIC 


= 
~ 
~ 


HI 


GHT TO ESTABLIS 


8 


SO 


LY WAR 


0 


‘* 
4 


‘. 2) 


* ~- 
» AmeetT-e- 


uZuUr 


rr 
7 
as 


country. 


1e 


th 


. 
7 
~ 


rule 


lamic 


is 


4 


mstitution. 


or 


au 


ee. 


mmitt 


‘ 


nr 


government 


? 


. 


-continent 


on l V 


- 
7) 


Kistan 


_ 
a 











DECISIONS TO FURTHER CHITTACONG ECONOMIC GROWTH TOLD 


~ + . var rr “r . - 7s ‘ 4 - 5 
a SY in Enelish 22 Oct 83 vp 1 
JUniaka AJLIVAT ais rngiisn 4a VU “3 _ DP , 3 
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n: Economic Zones in Hill Tracts"] 


Text] The government has taken a number of decisions for immediate imple- 
rate the pace of economic and social development in the 

rittagong Hill Tracts region and enable the tribal people to enjoy the 

1 citizens of the country. 


ne decisions follow the declaration by the government of a general amnesty 
for the rebel tribals and an offer of their honourable rehabilitation in the 


first of all, the anachronistic Chittagong Hill Tracts regulations of 1900 


ire to be suitably amended to make them serve the present-day needs of the 
tribal area in the changed context. 

These regulations are still in force by virtue of an executive order issued 
by the government in 1976. 

Draft amendment r modifications of the 1900 Regulations have already been 


prepared. A committee under the ministry of law and land reforms will examine 
| l] bmi ts recommendations to the ministry of home. 


? 


ai 


e amended regulations will be known as "The Hill Tracts Regulations.’ 


rv 


4 ¢ ‘= ima a foasactihilitu sadlies a ‘ — - 747 

\fter nducting a feasibility study, certain areas of the Hill 
. . ’ . * * 7 a ° 

earmarked as “special economic zone to bring about integrat 


t ties, t government will provide sp incentives for project inder- 
- = = = { 4 . * to . 1 c = 
, t zone é ire i) customs and excise tax relief on 3 
; ate ’ ” ; a . : 
ind jttage industries: ll) exemption trom import licence free for 4pi¢ta 


; nas , ‘ ; , ; 
ma inery and spares; (i111 interest on loan during the construction period 


t a simple rate of interest of 5 percent and 
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PAPER GIVES DETAILS OF GANDHI 15 OCTOBER PRESS CONFERENCE 

Opposition Criticized 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Oct 83 pp l, 7 
[Towt |] eC Tadivra Candht hae hl amed [+7 } fof ; ; 
| Text | ‘RS indira Gandhi has blamed the Opposition for the crisis points in 
the ccuntry, holding its policy of confrontation with her and the Centre re- 
sponsible for encouraging violence in Punjab, the display of anti-national 
sentiments by a section of people in Srinagar and the sluggishness that de- 
velopment projects display in other areas. 


+ 


1t a time when terrorism and bloodshed in Punjab and Assam had to be condemned 
ln a forthright manner, the Opposition in its gatherings, ma a 
Statements. Provincialism was touted at the cost of national 


. 17 . . + 
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liy, would not be allowed to succeed and 


The sooner this was realized 
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a crisis which would be difficult to put 


rs Gandhi rejected the charges of the Opposition that Covernors were being 
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misused there were efforts to topple governments controlled bv the Opposition 
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parties. The Centre had its doors open for talks both on Pun,ab and Assam, 
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thouch it was obvious that demands which affected other people could not be 
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Opposition persisted in its policy of confrontation. It was significant, she 
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Said, that t rinazar conclave had not condemned the violence that ex 


ists nad unleashed in Punjab and elsewhere, nor had the Opposition leaders 
condemned t incident at the cricket grounds in which anti-national elements 
raised pro-Pakistan slecsans. Chief Minister Farooq Abdullah, who was giving 
away the prizes, remained silent on the incident, she added. 
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ycotted the elections went and made provocative statements, 


s time the Government was faced with two choices. One was to amend the 
n for extending President's rule to which all the parties did 
agree. The second choice was of holding the elections and only one 


, , , — * 
ty cieariy spoxe against it. 


Candhi said the elections were, by and large, peaceful. The people who 
"but violence 
not going to solve any problem’, she added. 


sther the agitation leaders wanted violence or not, the fact remained that 


any innocent people were killed in Assam, she pointed out. 
rs Gandhi said that the Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister had pleaded for fi- 
ancial assistance during her recent tour of the cyclone-hit areas of that 


ate and was here, a couple of days ago to further press his demand. 


could the Centre help in sucli matters or the otherwise weaker States in 


absence of sufficient powers at its disposal, she asked. 


n a correspondent drew her attention to Mr Rama Rao's remark describing 
Centre a ‘conceptual myth', she said, amidst laughter, about myths and 


r 


hology, he (ifr Rao) knovs more than I know.’ 


Prime tfinister ridiculed the apprehensions expressed by some of the 
osition leaders at the Srinagar conclave that the Centre was out to ‘top- 
the non-Congress-I Governments with its money power". 


e seen in the light of the experience of the 
tr in which nothin; of the sort had happened Even West Bengal Chief Min- 
er Jyoti Basu had raised this bogey before the last election in that State. 


indii replied a series of questions on the Centre-State relations, the 
bject of discussion at the Opposition conclave at Srinagar. 


was asked to comment on the ruling CPI-M's report strategy of taking to 
ets and using its trade union wing--CITU--in the State sponsored recent 
ir West Bengal to demand more powers from the Centre. 


’ 


r andhi replied: “Obviously such matters cannot be decided by taking to 
treets. ut this had been happening there’. 
e t t that when the Opposition leaders pot together these issues 


* ‘ . . ' . . ' = . an aad 4 
ild be discussed. But, an atmosphere was created in which any (meaning: u] 
> | r 


dT id become difficult. 


een expressed in favour of changes in the Constitution and even 
ress-I general secretary Rajijv Gandhi has asked for a second look at the 


1 stitution had been amended from time to time or whenever it 
ind necessary. But, if you think of major changes then of course, it is 
’ 








In reply to another question, the Prime Minister said she did not think that 

switching over to the presidential form of Government would remove all the 

ifficulties that the country faced. These difficulties were inherent in the 
ituation, she added. 


She said no system of governance was perfect. Each of them h 

vantages and disadvantages. Even the parliamentary system th 

opted was different from the similar setups elsewhere. 

Mrs Candhi said the question of restructuring Centre-State relations was de- 

bated at length at the time of the drafting of the Constitution. Some ‘small 
? 


_ 


changes , if found necessary, could well be made. 


But, she asserted that the reasons which weighed with the Opposition in rais- 
ing the issue now were not all ‘valid’. The Opposition-led States thought 
that the Centre was denying them the funds they had asked for without appre- 
ciating its financial position. 


She said some of the Central Ministries often came up with similar complaints. 


nm the economic scene, she said soon after her Government assumed office in 
1930 a lot of time had to be spent on repairing the damage that had been done 
to the infrastructure during the previous regime without infrastructure there 
could be no development. Taking all these initial difficulties into consider- 
ation, there has been substantial progress". 


Mrs Gandhi said the Government had decided on food imports as a measure of 
abundant caution as no risks could be taken in the matter of food. 


id the Covernment was doing its best to bring down prices. P 
of life today not only in India but practically all over world. 


She said in 1970 her Government had brought down the rate of inflation. In 
1940 when her party returned to power at the Centre the rate of inflation 


was 22 per cent. From that level it was brought down to 10 per cent and then 
to elght per cent. 


Answering a question, Mrs Gandhi said no decision had been taken by the Gov- 
ernment on the Soviet offer of supply of atomic power reactors, based or 
1 uranium as fuel. So far the matter was only under consideration. 


he said a decision would be taken only in the overall interest o 
taking into account the requirements of energy and the views of the scien- 
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vering another question on nuclear policy, Mrs Gandhi reiterated that Indta 
would use nuclear energy only for peaceful and development purposes. 


lad ‘ 7 


reiterated that India had never deviated from its policy of usinc nuclear 


onerpy for peaceful purposes. 
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The Foreign Ministers of India and Sri Lanka had a discussion on this prob- 
lem in New York recently, she said. 
ie said India’s concern over the happenings in Sri Lanka arises from the fac 
ti Tamil citizens and people of Indian origin there have been directly af- 
fected by the recent ethnic violence and similar incidents prior to this. 
She ruled out any possibility of India taking in refugees in the event of 
their oveing driven out of their homs in Sri Lanka because of a ‘threat to 
their life and property”. 
jhe defended fencing of the border with Bangladesh saying “we cannot have 
millions of refugees coming into our country”. 
she said the fencing work would go on as there was no other way to plug the 
influx of refugees into the country. She said Gen Ershad should view this in 
the context of the continuing refugee problem and not take it "as a hostile 
act * 
ndia did not have the finances to police the entire border with Bangladesh. 
said the forthcoming Commonwealth summit would discuss many matters of 
common concern to its member nations, including the armament race. As in any 
other organisation, there would be many view points on different issues but 
tt would concentrate on those on which there could be a consensus. 
rt rime Minister said the arms race must be ended if the development work 
to catch up peace prevail in the world. 
ave stated our views firm'y and consistently on the issue. We think 
irms race must be ended" she said. 
' joes a war come about’, the Prime Minister asked and replied: ‘When 
tensions and confrontations increase and when suspicion arises. 
hen you are concerned about what others may do, you may have a panic re- 
action which could trigger off a war. 
1ink we are heading ir at direction. Ordinary people are becoming more 
nd more conscious , Mrs i said. 
: context, the Prime Minister referred to the growth of peace movements 
tr ended national and international boundaries. 


slained that Mr Parthasarathy's second visit to Mri Lanka was postponed 
request of Mr Jayewardene, who wanted to have consultations on the sub- 
rith other Sri Lanka leaders. 
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F RAJIV GANDHI 
speech in Patna 


THE AICC (I) general secretary, Mr. Rajiv 
l¢@ was totally against the destablisation of 


arrival on a three-day visit to Bihar at 

i “such destabilisation damaged the very 
on and the country.” 

the present Congress-I government at the 
the non-Congress (1) governments in Jammu 
al, Tamil Nadu and Tripura. 

ion conclave charge that the Centre was out 


[) governments, Mr. Gandhi said it was 


he opposition leaders to level such an alle- 


mselves dismissed as many as nine state gov- 
anata party had come to power, he remarked. 
issolve or destabilize any state government 
t of this party or that party. 
more powers to the states, Mr. Gandhi said 
the interest of the ration. 
the poor development in some of the state 
e Centre were squandered by them. 
C ave dynamic bureaucrats for the fast 
ed an example of the functioning of the 
an ose in the private sectors 
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He said the Chandra Shekhar Singh Ministry in Bihar and the Vasant Patil 
Government in Maharashtra were functioning well. 


Regarding Bihar, Mr Gandhi said Dr Jagannath Mishra was not removed on cor- 
ruption charges. It was simply because the Government there could not fulfil 
the aspirations of the people, he added. 


Underscoring the need for providing basic amenities to the rural people. Mr 
Gandhi said State Government should give priority to the supply of clean 
drinking water and improvement of communication system and law and order 
situation. 


In matters of assistance, he said, there would be no discrimination with the 
States where Opposition parties were in power. 


Regarding West Bengal, the AICC-I secretary said the Left Front Government, 
which was ‘playing a short term political game’ was responsible for the pres- 
ent economic condition there. 


Mr Gandhi, wanted the press to show greater responsibility and exercise more 
restrain in reporting events. 


"You must criticise the Government or an individual for the drawbacks but 
this should be evenly belanced," he said. 


Later, at 2 public meeting at Katihar, Mr Gandhi appealed to the people to 
remain united to make the country strong and prosperous. 


Mr Gandhi criticised the Opposition for creating ‘disunity’ among the people 
in the name of caste, religion and language which, he said, would hamper the 
"socio-economic progress of the country. 


Expressing his concern over the supply of US arms to Pakistan, Mr Gandhi said 
that India was not afraid of this action and was fully prepared to meet any 
eventuality. 


Comment on Opposition Alliances 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 14 Oct 83 p 6 


[Text] HAZARIBAGH, Oct. 13.--Mr Rajiv Gandhi said here yesterday that the 
new alliances of the Opposition parties were a threat to the integrity of the 
country. He also said that the National Democratic Alliance and the United 
Front were ‘dangerous for the country’. He remarked that the Opposition al- 
liances were of little consequence for the Congress-I and were definitely not 
a threat to it. 


Mr Rajiv Gandhi's visit to this small and sleepy town on the last day of his 


three-day tour of Bihar was significant as the local Congress-I leaders wanted 
to give an impression that his visit would bring some hope of development to 
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this backward district. Mr Gandhi did assure the people that their demands, 
particularly for linking Hazaribagh with the railway network, would be con- 
sidered. 


Despite serious dissensions in the local unit of party, many leaders, including 
the Bihar Minister, Mr Ramashraya Prasad Singh and Mr Gyan Rajan MLA, had 
camped here for days. At the public meeting, Mr Basant Narayan Singh, the 
septugenarian Congress-I M.P. from Hazaribagh raised some points concerning 
important Government policy like allowing private mining in those coal mines 
which were not under Coal India's operation. 


Mr Rajiv Gandhi, however, mainly dwelt with national and international issues. 
He warned the people that the country would disintegrate if the fissiparous 
tendencies were not checked. He charged the Opposition parties with foment- 
ing trouble in the name of regionalism. 


PTI adds: Four legislators of the BJP and the Lok Dal yesterday allezed 
that several lakhs of rupees had been spent from the State exchequer, during 
Mr Rajiv Gandhi's visit. They criticized the Chief Minister for misusing 
Government machinery for Mr Gandhi's visit. 


Speech in Rajasthan Border Town 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 18 Oct 83 p 4 


{Text} BAJJU, (Rajasthan), Oct 17 (UNI)--Congress-I general secretary Rajiv 
Gandini today expressed concern at the arms build-up across the border. 


Speaking in this border town of Bikaner district Mr Candhi appealed to the 
people to remain vigilant, saying only their alertness could help the country 
meet any eventuality. 


Mr Gandhi, who released the waters of the Rajasthan Canal for Jaisalmer dis- 
trict, said internal unity should be maintained and strengthened at all costs. 
In an apparent reference to the Punjab crisis, he said if disputes and dis- 
turbanese continued, it "would create an irreparable loss to the nation.’ 


Loud cheers rent the air when Mr Gandhi pressed a button at the canal's 
Charanwali head to lift three sluice gates that released 4,000 cusecs of water 
for the parched land of Jaisalmer. 


Union Minister of State for Irrigation Ram Niwas Mirdha, who presided over 
the function, said the Centre had given high priority to the Rajasthan Canal 
project and had allocated Rs 40 crores to it this year. 


Rajasthan Chief Minister Shiv Charan Mathur, in his welcome address, said 

the canal had proved a boon to an area where there was no grain production 
worth the name. Now, he said, 37 lakh tonnes of wheat could be produced with 
canal water. The waters would change the geography of the desert, he said. 
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Rajasthan Canal Minister Chandan Mal said more than 20,000 hectares of land 
would be irrigated by this new release of water. 


He said Rajasthan planned to make the canal capable of utilising its full 
share of water by 1985. 


The first phase of the Gandheli-Sahwa-Taranagar rural water supply scheme 
envisages providing drinking water to residents of 87 villages at a cost of 


RS 1.71 crores. The scheme, on completion, would benefit 353 villages of 
five tehsils in Churu and Ganganagar districts. 


CSO: 4600/1149 
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INDIA 


NEW CABINET MINISTERS INSTALLED IN BIHAR 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 28 Oct 83 pp 1, 7 


[Text] Patna, Oct 27--Fifteen Ministers--three of Cabinet rank and 12 Minis- 
ters of State--were sworn in here today in the secynd phase of expansion of 
the Bihar Cabinet. 


With this, the strength of the Chandrashekhar Singh Cabinet rose to 26. 


Bihar Governor A. R. Kidwai administered the oath of office and secrecy to the 
new Ministers at a simple ceremony. 


All the three new Cabinet Ministers were in the former Dr Jagannath Mishra 
Ministry. They are Mr Buddhadeo Singh, Dr Umeshwar Prasad Verma and Mrs 
Prabhawati Gupta. Mr Singh was one of the 11 Ministers sacked by Dr Mishra 
in February last. 


The Ministers of State are: Mr Prem Narain Garhwal, Mr Bandi Shankar Singh, 
Mr Liyender Tiru, Mr Braj Kishore Singh, Mr Madan Prasad Singh, Mr Moidur 
Rahman, Mrs Mukti Dani Sambrui, Mr Mahabir Paswan, Mr Awadh Behari Singh, Mr 
Bandi Oraon, Dr Khalid Rashid Saba and Mr Krishnanand Jha. 


Four of them--Mr Garhwal, Mr Tiru, Mr Madan Prasad Singh and Mr Moidur Rahman-- 
were in the Dr Mishra Cabinet. 


Mr Bandi Shankar Singh (son of former Chief Minister late Vinodanand Jha) and 
Mr Awadh Bihari Singh are among the new faces. Mr Paswan had contested Mr 
Jagjiwan Ram in the last Lok Sabha elections. Mr Bandi Shankar Singh is the 
son of another former Chief Minister late Srikrishna Singh. 


Chief Minister Chandrashekhar Singh told newsmen that portfolios would be dis- 
tributed in a day or two. 


He informed that the "third and final" phase of his Cabinet expansion would be 
done within a month in which 15 more Ministers including Deputy Ministers, 
would be sworn in. 


Mr Singh said he had prepared the list after a thorough and prolonged consul- 
tation with his Cabinet colleagues, and former Chief Minister Jagannath Mishra. 
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MLAS Protest 


However, 57 Cong-I MLAs today voiced their protest against the "outrageously 
discriminatory attitude” of the Chief Minister towards the followers of the 
former Chief Minister Jagannath Mishra. 


The legislators, who met at the residence of Mr Mishri Sada, former Cabinet 
Minister under the presidentship of Mrs Uma Pandev, expressed their “utter 
disappointment” at the selection of Ministers in the second phase of expan- 
sion where "their interest had been ignored totally.” 


Some of the vocal legislators were sore about the fact that when the sons of 
two former Chief Ministers had been accommodated in the Ministry, the widows 
of Mr Kedar Pandey and Mr Daroga Prasad Ral have been left out. 


Apprehending a move to effect changes in DCCs to weed out supporters of their 
group, the MLAs have appealed to the High Command to advise the Chief Minis- 
ter and the BPCC-I president to stay their hands till fresh organisational 
elections were held. 


Some speakers also charged the ruling clique in their party with "“hobnobbing” 
with the CPI and RSS members and encouraging them openly only to demoralise 
those in Dr Mishra’s camp. 


It was decided that the legislators would meet again on 2 November at Dr 


Mahachandra Singh's place to draft a memo for the Prime Minister listing all 
their grievances. 


CSO: . 4600/1194 
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TRADE PANEL TOLD EXPORT PROSPECTS GLOOMY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, October 24 (PTI)--The international trading climate is by 
no means bright and India will continue to face an uphill task in maintaining 
growth rate in its exports in the coming years because of the rather slow and 
tardy pace of economic recovery in recession-hit industrialised countries. 


This picture emerges from a note circulated by the commerce ministry to the 
meeting of the reconstituted central advisory council on trade which met today. 


The export target for the current year has been fixed at Rs. 10,453 crores, a 
15 percent increase over the last year. According to the note, all possible 
efforts will have to be made to step up the rate of export growth as the inter- 
national situation is likely to be difficult in the next few years until the 
process of economic recovery is complete. 


In the face of the present adversity, the note cautions against pessimism 
which, it said, does not resolve any problems. 


"We must accept the task of earning foreign exchange through exports as a chal- 
lenge which must be met to attain our national economic objectives.” 


The note recalled that during the first quarter of this year exports grew at 
11.2 percent from the provisional figure of Rs. 1,811.50 crores in the cor- 
responding period of last year to Rs. 2,013.57 crores. Imports had declined 
during the period by 6.2 percent from Rs. 3,334.23 crores to Rs. 3,127.59 
crores, reducing the provisional deficit to Rs. 1,114 crores from Rs. 1,523 
crores. 


But it did not attempt any projections for the whole year on this basis, 
though traditionally exports have a tendency to pick up in the last two quar- 
ters of the year. 


Trade Climate 
The international trade environment, the note said, continues to be difficult 


for export of many Indian commodities and manufactures. Persistent recession 
in industrialised countries, coupled with acute unemployment, has led to 
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increased protectionism 
of developing countries 


Export prospects in the 
two factors--the growth 
the pace of recovery in 


with serious repercussions on export prospects 
{in general and India in particular. 


current year, the note said, would largely depend upon 
in international trade which, in turn, would depend on 
the world economy, and the state of domestic economy, 


in particular the production of exportables. 


The domestic economy, it said, is showing signs of recovery from the impact of 
severe drought of the previous year. 


According to the note, the trade imbalance against the country has grown from 


Rs. 1,088.04 in 1078-79 


to Rs. 5,447.69 crores last year. 


The items which registered significant increase in exports last year included 
coffee, fruits and vegetables, marine products, sugar, raw cotton, gems and 
jewelry and petroleum products. 


CSO: 4600/1184 
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CONGRESS-I REJECTS OPPOSITION CALL FOR DIALOGUE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Oct 83 pp l, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct 25--The Congress (I) today rejected the Opposition call 
for a dialogue to build a "national consensus." Such a consensus already 
existed in the country, and the Opposition parties merely were trying to 
wreck it, it said. 


On behalf of the party, Mr C. M. Stephen, its general secretary, took to task 
the United Front, in particular for suggesting to Mrs Gandhi a nine-point 
agenda for the start of a debate among the political parties "in order to 
evolve a national consensus, for which the recent Bombay session of the 

AICC (I) had pleaded so enthusiastically." 


Mr Stephen told a Press conference that there had been no reference, either 
in the political resolution adopted by the Bombay session of the AICC (I), or 
in Mrs Gandhi's spee tes or in the utterances of other members, to the 
building up of a nat. ..mal consensus in collaboration with the other political 
parties. 


The Congress (I) stand was that there already was a consensus in the nation 
on the unity and integrity of the country, secularism, and the planning and 
development process. "In our analysis consensus means consensus of the peo- 
ple, and not of one-man or two-man parties, such as the United Front," Mr 
Stephen said. 


Stand Clarified 


Mr Stephen held that the United Front had missed the main point in the polit- 
ical resolution of the Bombay AICC (I) session. In that resolution, the Con- 
gress (I) had made clear its position on national issues and the political 
elements on the national scene. 


"We have said that certain political elements in the Opposition are threatening 
the unity and the stability of the country. We have not asked for consensus 

or an agreement with the Opposition parties. In our resolution and in course 
of our deliberations, we have only spelt out certain basic and fundamental 
matters on which controversy will not be in the interest of the country. 
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"Our position is that there is a national consensus in the country and we are 
not asking it from other political parties or elements, who, on the contrary, 
are trying to wreck it,” Mr Stephen said. 


While suggesting a nine-point agenda, the United Front, "which has very little 
strength on the ground,” had merely "lifted up from here and there certain 
non-issues...these are points that are mostly rubbish andit is strange that 
they want a discussion on these. These are matters in which political par- 
ties might be interested, but not the people,” he said. 


Asked whether or not a national consensus was needed in the case of Punjab 
and Assam, or whether Centre-State relations required a debate nationally and 
among political parties, Mr Stephen replied: "The Sarkaria Commission is 
already seized of the issue of Centre-State relations." 


Opposition “elements,” he believed fell in three categories--the National 
Democrat Front, which was in favour of unity and integrity of the nation, but 
Was reactionary, casteist and communal; the United Front, “which is stoking 
the fire of regionalism, separatism and destabilization"; and the regional 
parties, such as Mr N. T. Rama Rao, "who goes to the extent of saying that the 
Centre is a conceptual myth.” 


Mr Stephen asked: "Why should we have a debate with these parties and sit 
witr them across the table? We have no intention of doing so. However, we 
will go to the people across the country and strengthen the national consensus 
to consolidate unity and national integrity." 


He said his party had planned five regional conferences to explain "directly 
to the people” the meaning and significance of the Bombay AICC (I) resolutions. 
The first of such conferences will be held at Kurukshetra on November 8 and 9. 
The next conference will be held at Gauhati on November 10 and 11. Mrs Gandhi 
will address both conferences. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI REPLIES TO MANEKA'S INHERITANCE CLAIMS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 25 Oct 83 pp l, 14 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 24--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, has no 
objection to the grant of a letter of administration in favour of Mrs Maneka 
Gandhi as far as her share of the property of Saniay Gandhi is concerned, 
report PTI and UNI. 


In her reply, filed through Mr Hansraj Bharadwaj, M.P., amd Mr R. K. Anand, 
in the district court, Mrs Gandhi said that with reference of the share of 
Feroze Varun, her three-year-old grandson, she wanted suitable arrangements 
to be made to avoid misuse in any form by anyone. 


Mrs Gandhi has described as incorrect Mrs Maneka Gandhi's claim that Sanjay 
had left only two heirs at the time of his death on June 27%, 1980. Besides 
Maneka ari Feroze Varun, Mrs Gandhi claimed that she too was one of the legal 
heirs to the estate of Sanjay Gandhi. 


Mrs Gandhi's reply also disputed her daughter-in-law's claim, that she and her 
son were the only persons entitled to claim interest or were interested in 
the administration of Sanjay's estate. 


Besides them, Mrs Gandhi said, she was also entitled to claim equal interest 
in the estate of the deceased, and she is very much interested in the admin- 
istration of the estate of the deceased. 


She stated that after the question of legal heirship was decided by the court, 
"she would not be interested to claim her share for herself and would like 
that her share and interest in the properties, for which the letters of admin- 
istration is sought, be treated as the property accruing to the ownership of 
petitioner Number 1 (Feroze Varun Gandhi) for his benefit.” 


Mrs Gandhi said she was very much anxious and interested that the property 
falling to her share and to his (Varun’s) share should not be misused and that 
strict vigil be maintained on them, so that he (Feroze Varun) could manage 
them on coming of age. 


Mrs Gandhi denied that Meneka resided at 1, Safdarjang Road. She said in her 


reply that Maneka had left the house, along with her son, at the end of March 
last year. They were now residing at 132, Golf Links. 
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The Prime Minister further said that after leaving 1, Safdarjang Road, Feroze 
Varun was allowed to meet her on some Sunday for a brief spell of time. 


"Since October 1982, the petitioner Number 1 (Feroze Varun) was not allowed tc 
visit the answering respondent (Mrs Indira Gandhi) except on March 13, 1983, 
his birthday. This meeting was very short, less than half-an-hour,” the 

Prime Minister's reply said. 


The district judge, Mr M. K. Chawla, before whom the case is fixcd November 8 
for filing of reply by Mrs Maneka Gandhi. [as published] 


Mr R. K. Anand, counsel for Mr Rajiv Gandhi, informed the court that he would 
not be filing a reply to the petition by Mrs Maneka Gandhi for grant of a 
letter of administration of the goods of Sanjay. 
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INDIA 


GANDHI WRITES ARTICLE ON COMMONWEALTH FOR LONDON PAPER 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in "nglish 27 Oct 83 p 7 


ext} New Delhi, October 26 (UNI)--The Prime Minister, Mrs Indira Gandhi, has 
id that the Commonwealth can serve a useful function if it adheres to the 
policy of peaceful coexistence and cooperation. 

In an article in the November issue of the ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS, she 
warned that there was bound to be conflict if the industrialised nations--fewer 
in number but stronger militarily--disregard the needs of developing countries 
“which we consider are relevant to resolving the problems even of the affluent.’ 


t 


Hence the necessity of looking constantly for areas of agreement rather than 
of differences and of trying to enlarge them,” Mrs Gandhi said in the article 
titled "The uses of the Commonwealth.” 


Mrs Gandhi said a multi-racial Commonwealth, composed of developed and devel- 
oping countries, was in a umique position to serve the cause of peace and 
progress by giving its support to a policy of conciliation and cooperation. 


She warned that disruptive forces were at work. Growing disparities between 
nations, increasing tensions and fear of war had cast a gloom over the worid. 


The Prime Minister said that although the Commonwealth was not the only or 
even the chief world organisation, “it is uniquely able to address itself to 
world problems which affect us all” due to its relative coherence. 


smissing the charge that the Commonwealth was powerless and a mere talking 
hop, Mrs Gandhi said, “Let us not forget that the Commonwealth has been effec- 
ve in the cause of independence of African states." 


Referring to the differences, even disputes among members, Mrs Gandhi said the 
Commonwealth could not take on itseif the task of fault-finding or adjudica- 
tion of differences. "Om the contrary, our constant search must be to build 
bridges and enlarge mutual understanding.” 


* 


She said all members had accepted the need for forbearance, "without which the 
Commonwealth might long ago have broken apart.” 


Mrs Gandhi said gradually the rigidity of the Commonwealth had eased and the 
meetings were now held in a more informal and relaxed atmosphere. 
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VENKATARAMAN CONCERNED OVER PAKISTAN NAVAL GROWTH 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, October 26--The defence minister, Mr R. Venkataraman, said 
today that the government was taking necessary steps to ensure that India’s 
naval forces were geared to protect the country and her maritime interests. 


Dwelling on new dangers developing in the region, the defence minister said 

that the government viewed with serious concern the acquisition by Pakistan 

of six Gearing class destroyers armed with Harpoon missiles, F~-16 aircraft, 

Mirage III and V fighter-bombers and the Hawkeye airborne early warning air- 
craft. 


Addressing the senior naval officers conference, the defence minister said that 
the increase in tension in the Indian Ocean region underlined the need for 
India to strengthen the navy, ensuring a balanced growth of surface vessels, 
air arm and submarines. 


New Frigate 


Mr Venkataraman said that the country's plans for increasing the strength of 
the navy had begun to take a concrete shape. INS “Godavari,” an Indian- 
designed frigate, would be commissioned in December. It was a demonstration 
of the confidence of the designers, constructors and engineers, he said. 





The defence minister said the reequipment of INS "Vikrant™ with Sea Harriers 
would commence this year. He also pointed out that an agreement was recently 
concluded for the purchase of advanced Mk-42-B Sea King helicopters and Sea 
Eagle missiles from the United Kingdom. 


The third Kashin class destroyer, INS “Ranjit,” would be joining the navy soon. 
The addition of SSK submarines would strengthen the underwater capability of 
the navy. 


The defence minister appreciated the close collaboration between the navy and 
the defence research and development and production organisations, which had 
resulted in some successful product developments, like the sonar underwater 
detection system and new types of torpedoes. 
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ficers to prepare a perspectiv 
liance not only in terms of ship 


(v 


basic objective of self-re ps and the various 
systems that went into ships but also in the weaponry fitted on them. 


ter told the senior naval officers that the 


The defence minis geographical 
fiecatures of peninsular India made the sea around important for the country 
from the defence and the economic angles. 


t exclusive economic zone in the Indian Ocean, which 
f the world’s mineral and living assets. 


[he existing value of India’s trade, almost all of which was seaborne, had 


y crossed the Rs. 17,000 crore mark. The capital investment of the 
country in offshore oil exploration, especially at Bombay High, was about 


ssary to pay equal attention to the induction of personnel. He 
the need to modernise constantly the methods ot selection to ensure 
that ight kind of personnel, who have the aptitude and ability, are 
uited to the navy. 

he defence minister pointed out that the governmerit was conscious of the two 
major problems faced by the services, namely housing and education. 


u icers that central schools would be established wherever 
ary and the problem of accommodation was being tackled on a priority 


maoctwe 


He said that the allocation for married accommodations had risen from Rs. 7.9 
crores in 1980-81 to Rs. 24.71 crores in the current year. 
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INDIA 


INDIA, ROMANIA SIGN TRADE PROTOCOL FOR 1984 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] Romania proposed to buy several new items from India next year includ- 
ing sugar, consumer electronics, refractory bricks and industrial fasteners 
under a trade protocol signed in New Delhi on Saturday for 1984, reports PTI. 


The protocol envisages a 17 per cent increase in the turnover to Rs 366 
crore as against the current year's Rs 312 crore, which the two countries 
could not achieve because of shortfall in Romanian imports for want of ade- 
quate rupees resources. 


The protocol also commits Romania to increase its offtake next year of Indian 
iron ore and concentrates, one of the items in the current year's list of ex- 
ports to that country which had fallen short of targets. 


Other items of imports by Romania will include manganese, mica, chemical and 
agricultural products. 


The protocol was signed by Mr V N Kaul, joint secretary in the Commerce Minis- 
try and Mr Ian falpes, General Director of Asia and Oceania Department in the 
Romanian Ministry of Foreign Trade. 


Traditionally, India had been buying urea, chemical products, rolled steel 
products, oil prospecting and drilling equipment and railway equipment from 
Romania. 


Exports from India consisted of iron ore, leather, managanese ore, long 
staple raw cotton, deoiled cakes and engineering goods. 


The problem of rupee funds from India in recent years has been common to many 
of the east-European trading partners, including the USSR, resulting generally 
in varying degree of imbalance in India's favour. 


This is partly because of substantial diversification in the sources of India's 
imports and the trend among the organised industry outside the state sector 
to iook to western sources for equipment and upgrading their technology. 


Measures have recently been initiated by concerned ministries in India to in- 
terest representatives of private trade and industry in the east-European sup- 
ply base for their requirements in equpiment, technology and industrial raw 
material and secure their deeper involvement in achieving trade targets with 
rupee payment countries and east-European bloc. 
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INDIA 


SHIV SENA CHIEF REPORTED TO TAKE ‘MARXIST STANCE’ 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Oct 83 p 9 


[Text] BOMBAY, Oct. 17.--The Shiv Sena Chief, Mr Bal Thackeray, who has all 
along advocated a staunch anti-Communist line during the past two decades, has 
suddenly turned Marxist. At a mammoth public meeting of the Sena followers 
yesterday, he proclaimed that a Russian-type of one-party dictatorship with 
"pragmatic Socialism” was the only solution to the country's problems. 


The sudden metamorphosis in Mr Thacheary on the occasion of Vijaya Dashami 
yesterday, when he addressed his followers laying down the policy of his 
organization, has baffled and amused many political observers in the city 
and the State. 


The Shiv Sena, primarily launched 19 years ago to champion the cause of the 
local Marathi people in the metropolis, has followed a brazen Rightist line 
so far Its flag is saffron coloured and the great Maratha king, Chhatrapati 
Shivaji, is its diety. 


What is more, the Shiv Sena has played a prominent role in running down the 
Communists and eroding the Marxist influence among the working classes of this 
industrial city. The decline of the Communist-dominated trade unions in var- 
ious industries in the city is attributed to the virulent propapanda launched 
by the Shiv Sena chief during the late 60's and 70's when he held great sway 
over the working class youth of Bombay The Vamgar Sena, the trade union wing 
of the Sena, had confronted the Leftist unions often with the support of in- 
dustrialists, During the early 70's, the Sena activists fought pitched battles 
with the Communists. 


Mr Thackeray's volte-face, is believed to have been brought about by Mr 
Bilkanth Khadilar, editor of a local Marathi daily, who after a tour of the 
Soviet Union, wrote a series of exhaustive articles advocating a curious 
blend of Hinduism and Marxism as a panacea for the ills of the country. A 
book based on these articles and with an introduction by Mr Thackeray was 
released for publication at yesterday's Sena rally. 


In his hour-long address, Mr Thackeray clarified that by advocating a Russian- 
type of dictatorship, he was not embracing Communism. DPemocracy had failed to 
solve the problems of the country he proclaimed. 
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Though the Shiv Sena has lost much of its aura and attraction among the 
Maharashtrian youths during the past few years, Mr Thackeray can still mobil- 
ize a very large number of youths as was witnessed in yesterday's rally. 

The Sena followers were nursed under Mr Thackeray's doctrine of bitter anti- 
Communism and some of the die-hard anti-Communists among his lieutenants 
might desert him. However, Mr Thackeray is still believed to have the power 
to sway his fierce devotees Which means that the new stance of the Sena is 
likely to affect the political scenario drastically in the city, it is be- 
lieved. 


CSO: 4600/1164 


107 














INDIA 


PUBLIC SECTOR PERFORMANCE FOR FIRST QUARTER REPORT REPORTED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in Enzlish 18 Oct 83 p 7 


[Text] NEW DELHI, Oct. 17--Public sector undertakings, which earned a record 
profit of Rs 599 crores in 1982-83, suffered a loss of Rs 88 crores in the 
first quarter of the current financial year, reports UNI. 


The main reasons for the decline in their performance were actue power short- 
age, substantial wage increases and low offtake for certain steel items. 


In the corresponding quarter last year, however, the public sector units had 
shown a surplus of Rs 130 crores. 


According to official sources, in spite of these difficulties, 38 units inm- 
proved their performance in the first quarter of this year, compared to the 
corresponding period last year. 


The sources, however, said public enterprises had experienced a “remarkable 
recovery as a result of various measures initiated during the last three 
years. 


They were in the read for three years--1978-79, 1979-80 and 1980-81--but 
recovering from losses amounting to Rs 203 crores in 198-81 these units 
showed a profit of Rs 484 crores in 1981-82. 


The provisional figures for 1982-83 show a profit of Rs 1655 crores with oil 
companies accounting for Rs 922 crores and 91 non-oil companies for Rs 733 
crores. 


Talking into account the losses suffered by other units, the profit for the 
public sector undertakings as a whole amounts to Rs 599 crores. 


Because of heavy investment and long gestation periods, the performance of 
non-oil units has not been as good as that of oil companies. 


While the investment in the oii sector was Rs 1,300 crores in 1982, the in- 


vestment in the steel sector was Rs 4,673 crores at the end of March 1982 
and Rs 2,606 crores in the coal sector. 
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The sources felt that the performance of these units would have been better 
if there had been adequate power supply. Another contributing factor was the 
drought in several parts of the country successively in the last two years. 


In April, May and June the supply of power was very bad and the cuts ranged 
from 50 to 100%. There was a decline in supply from hydel sources, while 
thermal power supply was better in the first quarter. 


During this period there was a shortfall in steel production to the tune of 
350,000 million tons. Coal production was less by 1.7 million tons. 


The Talcher Fertilizer factory had remained closed till about a fortnight 
ago. The Fertilizer and Chemicals Trivandrum Limited also had to close down 


its units for want of power. 


The sick units taken over from the private sector accounted for Rs 200 crores 
in the total losses in the public sector units last year. 


The Shipping sector had also been incurring losses because of cut-throat com- 
petition. 


Secause of low-farerates and low prices, the Delhi Transport Corporation and 
the Delhi Milk Scheme were in the red. 
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INDIA 


INDIA, SRI LANKA CLASH IN UN ON TAMIL PROBLEM 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Oct 83 p 3 


[Text] UNITED NATIONS, Oct. 22 (PT1)--The recent developments in Sri Lanka 
affecting the Tamil minority there came into focus in the United Nations 
yesterday amid a clash between India and Sri Lanka in which India rejected 
allegations of interference in the internal affairs of Sri Lanka. 


The issue was raised in a low-key manner by India in the special political 
committee during consideration of its agenda item concerning international 
cooperation to avert new flows of refugees. 


But Sri Lankan Ambassador I B Fonseka reacted sharply to what he called 
“internationalisation” of the problem of Tamils in Sri Lanka. 


The Tamilnadu Minister S Ramachandran, stoutly defended India’s action in 
bringing up the issue of the flow of Tamil refugees from Sri Lanka into 
India in the wake of the July violence and repudiated suggestions that India 
was supporting terrorism or separatism in Sri Lanka. 


He expressed the hope that the Sri Lankan Government would make use of the 
good offices offered by the Prime Minister of India and that the problems in 
Sri Lanka would be resolved peacefully and with "wisdom and justice”. 


Mr Fonseka in a strong ‘caveat’ on the Indian statement, told the committee. 
“I would have thought that the delegate of India, who is familiar with com 
munal, linguistic and religious disturbances in his own country would show a 
greater degree of sensitivity before throwing the first stone in this com 
mittee. 


Although the developments in Sri Lanka had figured in the Ceneral Assembly in 
the address of the Sri Lankan Minister of Foreign Affairs, it was the first 
time that the matter was brought to the attention of the world body by India. 


Apart from the statements of India and Sri Lanka and their exchanges, no 

other member State chose to comment on the subject in the committee. The com- 
mittee also witnessed a clash between Pakistan and Afghanistan on the issue 

of Afghan refugees. 


110 











Mr Fonseka in a strong ‘aveat’ on the Indian statement, told the committee: 

‘I would have thought that the delegate of India who is familiar with communal, 
linguistic and religious disturbances in his own country would show a greater 
degree of sensitivity before throwing the first stone in this committee." 


Although the developments in Sri Lanka had figured in the General Assembly in 
the address Foreign Affairs, it was the first of the Sri Lankan Minister of 
time that the matter was brought to the attention of the world body by India. 


Apart from the statements of India and Sri Lanka and their exchanges, no other 
member state chose to comment on the subject in the committee. The committee 
also witnessed a clash between Pakistan and Afghanistan on the issue of Afghan 
refugees. 
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INDIA 


ASIAN DEVELOPMENT BANK FAVORABLE TO LOAN 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct 25--The Asian Development Bank has indicated that India 
can start borrowing from it from next year but the amount will have to be 
considerably lower than the $2 billion that has been sought over the next 

five years. 


The consent for the loan is expected to be conveyed to the Government by the 
president of the ADB when he visits New Delhi early in November for talks, 
but he will suggest that India should sharply cut down its demand because of 
the shortage of funds. 


Agreement in principle that India is entitled to borrow from the Bank has been 
reached despite the opposition to the Government's app:iication from the USA 
which is the largest subscriber to the ADB's resources. The USA opposed the 
loan when the ADB annual meeting was held last April in Manila. 


India's application for the loan was made because of pressing needs for foreign 
exchange after a long period of self-denial. The loan has been sought from 

the ADB’s ordinary capital resources which were recently raised by 105 percent 
and not from its soft-loan window which is meant for the less-developed coun- 
tries like Bangladesh, Nepal and others. 


The actual amount of the loan will be worked out in discussions to be held with 
the ADB over the next few months but indications are that it will be substan- 
tially lower than the $2 billion that India sought and will thus be of only 
marginal help in raising the foreign exchange reserves. 


Also to be worked out are the modalities of the loan since the ADB has said it 
does not have the capacity to study the Indian economy or specific areas of 
need of the kind that it makes in the case of smaller countries. One way out 
of this is that the loan can be channelled through the Industrial Development 
Bank of India, which gives foreign exchange loans for projects. 


India has been the third largest subscriber to the ADB's capital stock after 
Japan and the USA. The bulk of its subscription being in rupees but until 
last year voluntarily abstained from seeking loans from the regional institu- 
tion. The position altered because of the heavy pressure on foreign exchange 
reserves in the past few years. 
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INDIA 


HOME MINISTER TELLS STAND ON TALKS WITH AKALIS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 27 Oct 83 ppl, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, Oct. 26--The Centre will send a letter of invitation to the 
Akali leader, Sant Harchand Singh Longowal, for resumption of negotiations on 
the outstanding Akali demands, “only after a congenial atmosphere has been 
created in Punjab, so that the talks are fruitful,” Mr P. C. Sethi, Union 

Home Minister, stated here today. 


Mr Sethi explained to reporters who met him at his office in the Central 
Secretariat, that the Government would regard the atmosphere to be "congenial" 
when the Akali leadership cooperated with steps to restore law and order in 
the State, and "established their bona fides that they are genuinely inter- 
ested in normalcy returning to the State and in the smooth running of the 
administration.” 


From what Mr Sethi said, it was clear that there was no likelihood of talks 
with the Akali leadership being resumed immediately. 


This is contrary to the impression that was available from the official pro- 
nouncements at the meeting on Monday of the Parliamentary consultative commit- 
tee attached to the Union Home Ministry. That had made it appear as if 
negotiations to sort out the Punjab problem would begin soon again. 


It looks likely that after discussions at the Cabinet committee on political 
affairs yesterday, the Government has found it prudent to be assured of a 
positive Akali response before a letter of invitation to Sant Longowal is 
dispatched. 


Mr Sethi said today: "We have never closed the door to negotiations. As far 
as sending a letter of invitation to the Akalis is concerned, I have not 
decided when to do it. I personally feel that there should be a congenial 
atmosphere in Punjab first, so that the talks will be fruitful. As soon as 

we think the atmosphere is congenial, we would even write to Sant Longowal, if 
necessary, for talks.” 


Mr Sethi said that he had not told the Parliamentary consultative committee 


anything different. "The position has not changed as far as we are concerned. 
Only the timing of writing the letter has to be decided." 
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"Not Favourable” 


He did not think that the atmosphere in Punjab now was favourable or congenial 
for the holding of the talks. He held that he was not laying a precondition 
for the talks by asking for a more congenial atmosphere in the State. 


Asked if it was his impression that the moderates among the Akalis were in a 
position, in the present circumstances, to put a curb on extremist activities 
in order to bring about a congenial atmosphere, Mr Sethi replied that they 

(the moderates) had claimed so. "We are seeking their cooperation to establish 
law and order in the State." 


Mr Sethi said that meanwhile the Punjab administration had launched moves to 
curb extremist activity and arrest extremists. Combing operations had begun 
and had begun to show results. He would visit Chandigarh on October 30 in 
connection with a function of the Indo-Tibetan police. He would take the 
opportunity to meet Mr B. D. Pande. The State's political and other leaders 
would be welcome to meet him. He might review the Punjab situation on his 
return. The Prime Minister too would visit Chandigarh the next day in con- 
nection with the centenary of the D.A.V. College. 


Asked if he had offered to have a coalition Government with the Akalis in 
Punjab, Mr Sethi said that what he had said was that President’s rule had been 
imposed in Punjab “but we would like to have the democratic process back in 
the State as early as possible and in that we would like to seek the coopera- 
tion of all concerned in the smooth running of the Government. But there is 
no question of forming a coalition Government." 


Yore Arrests 


PTI adds: The drive by the police and para-military forces to flush out sus- 
pected extremists in Punjab went into the second week today, but the action 
evoked a strong protest from the leadership of the Akali Dal, which said the 
year-old morcha would continue until the demands were met. In Jalandhar 
district, police arrested 215 people over three days in raids on the hide-cuts 
of suspected extremists, criminals and anti-social elements in 77 villages. 


In Amritsar, Sant Longowal renewed his protest against the "excesses" by para- 
military forces on Akali workers. 


Barring two isolated incidents of violence, the day-long strike in the educa- 
tion institutions, called by the All India Sikh Students Federation in protest 
against declaring Punjab as a disturbed area, passed off peacefully today. 


An abortive attempt was made by two young men to set on fire a roadways bus at 
Vachhoa town in Ajnala tehsil, but the fire was immediately put out by the 
passengers and local people. In another incident, the striking students of 
the Khalsa College, Amritsar, stoned a bus, damaging its windowpanes. 


Students in almost all colleges, except the D.A.V. in the district abstained 
from their classes and held rallies and road blockades on the national high- 


ways. 
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INDIA 


ARMY GIVEN SPECIAL POWERS IN PUNJAB 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 16 Oct 83 pp l, 7 


[Text] The armed forces were given special powers in Punjab and Chandigarh 
on Saturday night as the Central Government moved to contain the bomb attacks 
and firing on innocent people by extremists in recent days. 


President Zail Singh signed the Armed Forces (Punjab and Chandigarh) Special 
Powers Ordinance 1983 soon after a series of high-powered meetings had re- 
viewed the latest situation in the State and other areas. The Ordinance 
comes into force at once. 


This is the third ordinance issued since President's rule was imposed in the 
state on 6 October following the massacre of passengers travelling in a bus 
near Amritsar. 


To help the new Governor, Mr. B. D. Pandey, act swiftly to check terrorist 
and extremist activity, the Centre declared the state of Punjab and the 
Union Territory of Chandigarh a disturbed area on 7 October and the adminis- 
tration assumed sweeping powers to meet the challenge of violence. 


The governments of the neighbouring states are also coordinating activities 

with Punjab to ensure a concerted action to flush out the miscreants. Har- 

yana, Rajasthan and Himachal have effectively patrolled the highways and the 
border areas with Punjab to ensure that there is no movement of extremists 

or smugglinz of arms. 


A close watch is being kept in these states on elements which support the ex- 

tremists: If it is felt necessary, the governments of the neighbouring states 
may also be armed with special powers to ensure adequate action to prevent ex- 
tremist violence from breaking out in new areas. 


The special powers conferred upon the armed forces, according to the provis- 
ions of the Ordinance, shall authorise the officials of the armed forces to 
fire upon or otherwise use force, even to the causing of death, against any 
person who is acting in contravention of any law or order for the time being 
in force prohibiting the assembly of five or more persons or the carrying of 
weapons or of things capable of being used as weapons or of fire arms, am- 
munition or explosive substances. 
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The ordinance also provides powers of search to the armed forces including 
Powers to break open locks etc. 


It gives full protec on to the personnel of the armed forces acting zocd faith 
under this ordinance. 


The armed forces can arrest, without warrant, anv premises and make anp ar- 
rest at places suspected to be dumps of arms. 


The armed forces, if necessary, can destroy any arms dump or shelter from 
which armed attacks are made or are likely to be made or any structure used 
as a training camp for armed volunteers or utilised llahn gf--aret shdr shr 
shrshhr as a hide out by armed gangs or absconders wanted for any offence. 


It also provides powers to the armed forces to stop, search and seize any 
vehicle suspected to be carrying any person who is a proclaimed offender. 


CSO: 4600/1163 
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INDIA 


REPORTERS SHOWN PLANS FOR NORTHEAST EXTREMISTS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Oct 83 p 4 


[Text] KOHIMA, Oct 23 (PT1)--Security forces have unconvered plans for co- 
ordination among extremist organisations in the north-east region. 


These plans were revealed in documents recovered by security forces in comb- 
ing operations which uncovered a jungle hideout of the Nationalist Socialist 
Council of Nagaland (NSCN), near Mapao Mombil village in Manipur. 


The contents of the documents made available to a party of newsmen visiting 
Manipur, brought to light plans envisaging unity among organisations like the 
NSCN, the People’s Liberation Army )PLA), the Kanglefpak Communist Party 
(KCP) of Manipur and the Mizo National Front (MNF) in Mizoram, besides ex- 
tremist elements in Assan. 


The plans also projected the formation of an extremist group in a State like 
Meghalaya, which has been free from subversive activities. 


Consequent to the seizure of these documents, the security authorities have 
stepped up countermeasures to deal with any new developing situation of ex- 
tremist activity in the seven north eastern States, from Assam to Miroran, 
which have their international borders with Bangladesh, China Burma and Tibet. 





Security officers here said that Mr Angelo S Shimray, the self-styled foreign 
secretary of the NSCN had me Khunjabihari, the PLA leader, in April last year 
to forge links between the two organisations. However soon after the meeting 
Khunjabihari was killed in an encounter with the security forces at 
Kadampokpi. 


Two leaders of the KCP, Binoy Singh and Prem Kumar Singh, who were appre- 
hended by the security forces early this month, told the authorities during 
interrogation that they had been to Nowgong in Assam to discuss with ex- 
tremist elements in the State the prospects of setting up a coordinating body 
for rebel groups in the north-eastern region. 


These two KCP leaders has earlier escaped from the Imphal Central Jail in 


January 1982. Their rearrest has now virtually sounded the death-knell for 
the KCP. 
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Apart from facing the dragnet of the security forces in the region, extremist 
groups have many hurdles to cross, foremost among them being conflict of 
ideas and clash of interests. 


Authorities here pointed out that while the NSCN had leanings towards com- 
munism, the PLA, MNF and extremists in Assam had no such political ideology. 


There were also differences among the rebel groups on whether to act separ- 
ately or collectively. 


While the PLA faction, led by its present chief Temba Singh, favours cooper- 
ation with the NSCN, the group owing allegiance to Bisehswar Singh, the PLA 
chief now in detention, is antagonistic to the idea. 


In fact, Bisehswar, who was apprehended by the security forces in July 1981, 
is on record as having described the NSCN, as a ‘stooge’ of the Chinese. 


CSO: 4600/1175 
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INDIA 


PANEL REPORTS ON STATE OF INDIAN ECONOMY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 83 p 5 


[Text] The Indian economy presents a mixed picture despite record production 
of rabi crops and fairly widespread monsoon during the first quarter of the 
current financial year, reports UNI. 


While agriculture presents the bright side, there was a noticeable slow-down 
in the rate of growth of industrial output--particularly in the production of 
coal and power, according to a review of the Indian economy by the National 
Council of Applied Economic Research (NCAER). 


Similarly, while the developments relating to foreign trade appear somewhat 
reassuring, the price situation continues to be under strain, according to 
the review for the April-June 1983 quarter. 


According to official estimates, the growth in the GNP in real terms was ex- 
pected in February to be near two per cent compared with 5.2 per cent in the 
corresponding period of 1981-82. But on latest estimates in appezrs that 
the actual growth in 1982-83 will be somewhat higher than expected earlier. 


The production of rabi food grains is expected to exceed the original target 
of 58.5 million tonnes even though it may not reach the revised target of 60 
million tonnes. Besides favourable weather conditions efforts to provide 
quality seeds and credit and measures to encourage increased use of chemical 
fertilisers went a longway in helping increased wheat production the review 
says. 


With good monsoon it should not be difficult to achieve the 1983-84 target of 
142 million tonnes of foodgrains production which is marginally higher than 
last year’s unmachieved target of 141.5 million tonnes. 


For achieving the target of 13 million tonnes of pulses during 1983-84 the 
emphasis is on increasing the areas under summer moong especially in the ir- 
tigated areas, free distribution of certified seeds and minikits measures to 
provide plant protection, and demonstration on farmers’ fields. 
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Industrial Output 


The target is to distribute 70,000 minikits to pulse growers this year against 
40,000 last year. 


Fertiliser consumption during rabi season this year was 4.15 million tonnes 
against 3.75 million tonnes in the corresponding season last year registering 
an increase of 10.7 per cent. 


Industrial output increased at an average rate of 3.7 per cent in January- 
June 1983 compared with 6.5 per cent growth achieved during the corresponding 
period last year. In April-May 1983 also the growth rate averaged 3.7 per 
cent. The growth continued to be low despite the fact that in cotton cloth 
and yarn there was a sizable growth in 1983. 


According to the review a target of 9-10 per cent increase in industrial 
production, has been set for 1983-84. It is too early to predict the trend 
events during the year but there is a good chance that this will be achieved, 
aided partly by good monsoon which will ensure rise in hydel power generation. 


The overall demand is likely to go up with the rise in agricultural incomes. 
The bumper rabi harvest and the record procurement of wheat has already had 

an impact on the overall purchasing power of the people. A good kharif, for 
which the chances appear fair, would give further push to the aggregate de- 

mand in the economy. 


Tne decline in power generation during the quarter under review can be at- 
tributed to the sharp decline in the production of hydel units because of 

low water levels in reservoirs. While thermal power generation increased 

by 12 per cent during April-June 1983 hydro-generation declined by 14.5 per 
cent. Nuclear power though its generation increased by 75 per cent contributed 
little to the total says the review. 


Prices continued their upward trend during the period with the rise in con- 
sumer price indices being more than double the rise experienced in wholesale 
prices. 





Foreign exchange reserves showed a distinct improvement towards the end of 
the previous financial year. India's exchange reserve, net of gold and SDRs, 
stood at Rs 4,265 crores at the end of March 1983 and rose by Rs 450 crores 
during the first three months of 1983-84. It had rsien to Rs 4,805 crores by 
June end. 


On a point to point basis the increase during the 12 months ending June 1983 
was around Rs 1,631 crores. 


The reversal in the falling trend of foreign exchange reserves can be at- 
tributed to some reduction in the country's foreign trade gap due partly 

to the fall in international price of petroleum crude, continued inflow of 
remittances from Indian immigrants abroad, and the receipt of the IMF loan 











instalments--estimated around Rs 1,300 crores during the period ending June, 
19383. 


The foreign trade sector presents a satisfying picture mainly due to the 


decline in imports as a sequel to the decline in world petroleum crude 
prices and the continued rise in the domestic production of crude oil. 


CSO: 4600/1170 














INDIA 


CENTER ISSUES ORDERS TAKING OVER 'SICK MILLS’ 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Oct 83 p 1 


[Text] BOMBAY, October 19. A SEPARATE corporation to look after the 13 sick 
textile units in Bombay taken over by a presidential ordinance in the early 
hours of this morning is likely to be set up soon. 


Indicating this here today to newsmen gathered at the venue of the AICC(I) 
session, Mr. V. P. Singh, Union commerce minister, said that for the present 
the National Textile Corporation had been given custodianship of the 13 units 
comprising 10 textile mills. 


Rs. 140-Cr. Outlay 


The take-over, coming as it does after 21 months of strike, had obviously to 
be hastened for political reasons. The cabinet meeting called for this pur- 
pose at short notice yesterday evening was held with three Central ministers 
out of New Delhi. They were Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, finance minister, Mr. 

P. C. Sethi, home minister, and Mr. N. D. Tiwari, industry minister. The 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Candhi, presided over the meetings. 


Asked for the reason for delaying this decision, Mr. Singh posed a counter- 
question: ‘How long is it that I have taken over my ministry?” 


The commerce minister said that Rs. 140 crores would be spent over the next 
four years in modernising the sick units. Compensation to be paid would 
amount to Rs. 44 crores, he added. 


‘I don't say all the problems of textile workers have been solved but their 
long suffering has come to an end," the minister observed. 


The minister explained that the decision was taken to protect the interests 
of textile workers affected by the strike, to augment production of yarn and 
cloth, and to ensure that the huge investments made in these sick units 
through public financial institutions would not become unproductive. The 
corrective measurers to be applied would serve the public interest, he said. 


The 13 sick units employed over 35,000 workers. Their take-over today brings 
the total number of mills in Bombay under government control to 24. 











The ordinance, entitled ‘The textile undertakings (taking over of Manage- 
ment) ordinance, 1983,'' was signed late at night by President Zail Singh 
and the process of take-over began at 2 a.m. this morning, Mr. Singh said. 
"We spent a sleepless night," he remarked. 


The NTC, entrusted with the custodianship of these mills following Central 
intervention, has 103 cotton textile mills in its charge at present. 


The government's decision on the take-over was welcomed by the Congress (I) 
working committee while finalising the draft resolution on the economic situ- 
ation in the country. The hope was expressed that it would help to improve 
the industrial climate in Bombay. 


PTI adds: An ordinance signed by the President last night under Article 123 
of the constitution said the takeover has been affected in public interest 
pending nationalisation, as mismanagement of affairs had led to a wholly 
unsatisfactory financial condition of the mills even before the protracted 
Bombay textile mill workers strike, which began in January last year. 


Token Compensation 


The owners of the 13 mills are to receive a token compensation pending nation- 
alisation. The final compensation will be computed after assessing the assets 
and liabilities at the time of formal nationalisation, which official sources 
said will not be delayed. 


The token compensation the owners are to receive pending nationalisation will 
be computed at the rate of 50 paise per thousand spindles, one rupee per 100 
looms and one paise per 10,000 meters of cloth produced every month on the 
basis of the average of production for the last three years. 


Units without any spindles or looms, which are engaged wholly in processing, 
will receive compensation at the rate of one paise per 1,000 square meters 

or any part of the average of the total quantity of textiles processed during 
the last three years. 


One of the reasons advanced for the take-over of the mills was that public 
financial institutions had advanced large sums of money to the companies, but 
the results were not commensurate with such large dosage of assistance. A 
substantially larger dose of assistance was required if the mills are to be 
modernised, their technology upgraded and production taken to optimum level. 


According to official sources not all the over 35,000 workers employed by the 
mills just taken over had been taken back by the managements after the strike. 
Two of the mills had remained totally closed while some others were able to 
achieve only partial production. 


Efforts will now be made to absorb all the workers gradually. 
UNI adds: Officials of the National Textile Corporation, accompanied by police- 


men, on Wednesday visited several textile mills to take possession of documents 
in the wake of the take-over of the 13 sick units. 
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List of Mills 

BOMBAY, October 19: The mills taken over are Kohinoor 1, 2 and 3, Sitaram, 
and Madhusudan, (all closed), Tata, New City, Finlay, Elphinstone, Gold 
Mohur, Jam, Podar and Podar Process (all partially working). 


Over 75,000 workers were working in these mills. 


CSO: 4600/1168 
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INDIA 


ASSAM TRIBUNALS TO IDENTIFY ILLECAL MIGRANTS 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Oct 83 pp 1, 9 


[Text] GAUHATI, Oct. 17.--The Assam Government will constitute 29 tribunals 
for identifying “illegal migrants", and of them nine will be constituted this 
month, according to the Chief Minister, Mr Hiteswar Saikia, report UNI and 
PTl. 


Speaking to reporters licre coday, Mr Saikia said while four judges had already 
joined the tribunals, another 15 from outside the State would join them soon. 


The tribunals would be constituted under the Ordinance promulgated by the 
President on Saturday empowering the Central Covernment to constitute tri- 
bunals for identifying "illegal migrants” living in India without valid papers. 
Keplying to a question, the Chicf Minister said that the setting up of more 
tribunals would depend on the workload. 


The Ordinance empowered the Government to expel such persons identified by 
the tribunals, which had come into force in Assam immediately. 


The illegal migrants have been defined in the Ordinance as those foreigners 
who entered India on or after March 25, 1971, "without being in possession 
of a valid passport or other travel document or any other lawful authority 
in that behalf”. 


The Chief Minister said the Illegal Migrants (Determination) Appellate 
Tribulans for hearing appeals against the former would be constituted. While 
civil courts have been barred from calling in question any order passed by 
the tribunal or the appeliate tribunal, the high court shall, however, have 
powers to call for the record of any case decided by the appellate tribunal 
to satisfy itself as to the legality of the order passed. 


Mr Saikia said review committees at the district level would be set up under 
the chairmanship of the district deputy commissioners, in which non-officials 
would be included. The committees would review various schemes of the tri- 
bunals, he said. 


Mr Saikia today assured the people that there would be no harassment of genu- 
ine Indian nationals by the tribunals. The Chief Minister reiterated that the 
nine tribunals would start functioning this month. He said that there would be 
no problem for judges to man the tribunals as there had been an increase in the 
number of judges from different parts of the country volunteering to serve on 
the tribunals. 
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INDIA 


RESERVE BANK ANNOUNCES SOME CREDIT CURBS EASED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Oct 83 p l 


Text] BOMBAY, October 20. The Reserve Bank of India has announced selec- 
tive liberalisation of credit to certain sectors such as exports, capital 
goods industry, electricity boards, road transport, as also interest relief 


to small farmers and for price support operations of certain commodities like 
oilseeds and pulses. 


One irritant being faced by large industrial units has been removed, by 
raising the cut-off point under the credit authorisation scheme (CAS) for 
working capital limits from Rs. 3 crores to Rs. 4 crores. 


Announcing the policy for the ensuing busy season (November 1983 to April 
1964) at a meeting with chief executives of major commercial banks in Bombay 
today, Dr. Manmohan Singh, governor of the Reserve Bank, said that the basic 
tenet of the credit policy would continue to be one of fully supporting all 
productive activities, while strictly observing the normal credit norms and 
discipline as a means of curbing inflationary expectations. 


The export refinance facility has been liberalised providing a strong in- 
centive to banks to increase export credit over the last year's levels. 


The measures introduced in October, 1982, to stimulate certain vital industri- 
al sectors, including, capital goods, are being strengthened, and the IDBI 
bill rediscounting facility for state electricity boards and state road trans- 
port corporations is being expanded from Rs. 100 crores to Rs. 150 crores, 
valid up to the end of June, 1984. 


In order to provide an added stimulus to the growth of the commercial vehicles 
industry and also to further help the small road transport operators, the 
eligibility for credit at a concessional rate of interest has been widened in 
the case of transport operators. 


Dr. Manmohan Singh said that the banks were well positioned to meet fully the 
economy's productive requirements in both agriculture and industry during 

the ensuing busy season, out of the expected deposit growth, together with 

the drawdown of the excess liquidity built up in the first half of the current 
financial year. 
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The RBI has, therefore, decided to raise the cut-off point for 100 per cent 
refinance of good credit from Rs. 2,800 crores to Rs. 3,300 crores, with ef- 
fect from November 25. This is being done to prevent an excessive growth in 
primary liquidity. 


Dr. Singh told bankers that they should ensure that the credit requirements 
of the public food procurement were fully met. 


Food Credit 


In order to fully support the procurement effort during the coming months, 

it has been ensured that any further increase in banks' food credit above the 
end-September 1983 level of Rs. 3,318.93 crores will be fully matched by ad- 
ditional refinance entitlements from the RBI. 


Dr. Singh has also called upon the banks to see that the tasks assigned to 
the banking system in the implementation of the 20-point programme and the 
provision of credit to priority sections are fully met. 


He said that to provide a more purposeful thrust to the objectives set out 

in the new 20-point programme, as also to strengthen the redistributive effect 
of credit policy, interest rates on select short-term loans to farmers, and 
price support operations in oilseeds are being lowered. 


The interest rate on short-term loans to farmers of over Rs. 5,900 and up to 
Rs. 10,000 has been reduced from 12.5 per cent from the present level of ‘not 
exceeding 14 per cent’, with a corresponding reduction for indirect finance. 


The concessional rate of 12.5 per cent is extended to cover up to two vehicles 
instead of a single vehicle hitherto. Advances to transport operators owning 
a fleet of up to six vehicles will continue to be treated as part of priority 
sector lending. 


The interest rate of price support operations of the Central and state govern- 
ment agencies has been reduced from 16.5 per cent to 15 per cent applicable 

to oilseeds, while credit for price support operations for pulses will be 
provided at 15 per cent. 


The RBI governor stressed that it was absolutely essential that bankwise 
plans on priority sector credit indicated to the RBI in credit budget discus- 
sions earlier this year were fully achieved. 

He said that he would call a special meeting of bank chairmen later this year 


to review the progress being made to achieve priority sector targets and for 
effecting improvements in efficiency, productivity and customer services. 


cso: 4600/1171 
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INDIA 


BRIEFS 


INDIA, POLAND SIGN PROTOCOL ON COAL MINING--New areas have been identified 

for collaboration between India and Poland for the development of coal mining. 
The two countries on Tuesday signed a protocol for further consolidation and 
expansion of economic cooperation in the coal sector keeping in view the 
growing economic and industrial potentials of the two countries. The sub- 
committee on coal mining of the Indo-Polish Joint Commission, which concluded 
its two-day meeting in the Capital on Tuesday, agreed that Poland would study 
the complicated conditions of Laikdih and Victoria collieries and suggest tech- 
nology and scheme for optimal extraction of coal from these two mines and 
Polish experts will be deputed for the purpose. The Indian side expressed 
their willingness to have the services of Polish experts for the organisational 
strengthening of the Washery Design Division of the Central Mines Planning and 
Design Institute at Ranchi which will suit their future workload and modern 
application of technology. The Polish side agreed to provide their services. 
The protocol, which was signed on behalf of India by secretary, Department of 
Coal S. B. Lal and on behalf of the Polish delegation by Vice-Minister of 
Energy and Coal Mining J. Bojakowski provided for continued collaboration in 
the Satgram, Pootkee-Ballihari and Moonidih mines. The Polish delegation 

also called on Energy Minister P. Shiv Shanker. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT 

in English 26 Oct 83 p 5] 


CSO: 4600/1189 
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IRAN 


IRP ORGAN ANALYZES TUDEH LEADERS’ STATEMENTS 
Tehran JOMHU°I YE ESLAMI in Persian 4 Oct 83 pp 1, 12 


[Text] “In the name of God the most Compassionate, the most merciful, the 
Tudeh Party is nothing but a historical disgrace.” 


Kianuri, the first secretary of the disbanded Tudeh Party, by making the 
above statement, tried to lift, to a certain extent, the thick curtains of 
deception and treachery, veiling 42 years of the Tudeh Party's activities. 
He added that the Tudeh Party was founded in 1941 in the bosom of the Soviet 
Union. Kianuri and his friends are presently confronted with a massive 
number of questions concerning the activities of this spy breeding party. 


What should be of utmost importance to us, and add to our knowledge in rela- 
tion with the confessions of the Central Committee of the party of spies, is 
that what this group has stated are matters which have, mostly, become evi- 
dent, and their sole endeavor was directed towards the classification of 

such data and partial reference to some of them. In other words, even if the 
thick volume of the activities and treacherous life span of the Tudeh Party 
were to be reviewed briefly, it should not be dispensed with so simply. The 
matters promulgated by the Central Committee of the disbanded Tudeh Party and 
televised by the Vision of the Islamic Republic of Iran, must be regarded as 
a small part of this thick volume. Kianuri and his friends, shrewdly, tried 
to flip quickly through the volume of the dark history of the Tudeh Party 

so that the reader could never find time to think about the enormous dimen- 
sions of such betrayals and the major blows delivered, in this respect, to 
the Iranian nation, as well as the role of such betrayals and alliances in 
postponing the Islamic movement. 


Mr Kianuri says that the Tudeh Party showed its nature during the course of 
events on 19 August. However, he does not talk much about the role of the 
party of spies during the above event. While talking about the weakness of 
the party leaders in the prisons of the deposed Shah, he states that they 
brought further disgrace to the Tudeh Party, but he refrains from disclosing 
what went on in the prisons of the deposed Shah. 


Mr Kianuri and his friends have remained silent about the reciprocal role of 


the Tudeh Party and SAVAK and they hope to dodge this most important of all 
issues, which has tormented the Iranian nation for more than twenty-five years 
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easily. All in all, their present confessions are truly stunning. He says 
that with the possibilities that SAVAK gained within the party leadership, 

they had been able to implant individuals side by side of the party leader 

and ultimately the last group of the party was formed by SAVAK. 


All said, the party leaders have been silent on the position of the Soviet 
Union considering the incidents of August 1953, not a word was uttered re- 
garding this matter. Perhaps we can say that what they have said is the 
first and preliminary step in revealing the nature and actions of the party 
of spies within and outside Iran. It should not be forgotten that by stress- 
ing the point that Marxism in Iran is on the opposite side of the people and 
that it has reached an impasse, many facts have been revealed. However there 
are still many unspoken facts, which ultimately, the members of this party 
must disclose--but how? 


During the first days of the incarceration of notable figures of the party of 
Spies they thought that they could continue to veil the truth for a long 
time. However, gradually they discovered that theirs was the story of the 
ostrich who had stuck his head in the sand. 


Therefore, it did not require much time for the comrades to understand cer- 
tain facts. They found that they were constantly under the gaze of percep- 
tive eyes. However, they confessed to matters, which can be considered only 
as an introduction to the dark book of the party of spies. Mr Kianuri talks 
about the shifts in the position of the Tudeh Party in accordance with those 
in the policy of the Soviet Union, as well as the actions of the party dur- 
ing the culmination of the Islamic Revolution and their siding with the 
monarchy, he adds that his party, even after the events of 8 September 1978 
approved of preserving the monarchy, until the Soviet authorities came to the 
conclusion that the Imam'’s leadership would be victorious. This matter re- 
sulted in the shifting of positions and the party, finally, accepted this 
doctrine. 


In this respect, it is noteworthy that among the layers of confessions made 
by the members of the Central Committee of spies, there is evidence of pre- 
senting the truth in reverse. In this regard the following may be cited: 
that since the Tudeh Party could not understand what the Shah wanted to do, 
they supported his activities during the 1960's and the 1970's as a series 
of progressive measures. A surprising statement by the speaker indicates 
that we did not believe that the Shah and the influence of imperialism would 
always lead to dictatorship. Could we accept such a statement from a modern 
day party? Could the authorities of a party who for a half a century, albeit 
as a discredit, have been part of the history of Iran, claim they did not 
understand the dimensions of the Shah's desires and his mission for his 
country. 


‘ir Kianuri, out of fear that this claim may not be accepted, has resorted 
to excuses and has blamed his mistakes on not being thoroughly acquainted 
with Iranian society--could such an excuse be considered as greater than 
sin. 











It is unbelievable that the output of the party of spies could be attributed 
to their not being acquainted with Iranian sociology. 


However, now we can state two reasons in this reaspect: firstly, according to 
the confessions of the leadership of the party of spies, the Soviet Union was 
provided with raw data by the party, and Soviet specialists after analyzing 
the said data, would make the final decision and would communicate them for 
execution. In the course of such a trend, the party cannot state that they 
had no knowledge of Iranian society, because within this process, although 
they had no will of their own, they were well acquainted with minute details, 
so that they could be capable executors. The following conclusion could be 
reached regarding the first reasons: The party of spies had no power to 
exercise policy in accordance with their knowledge, and not that they had 

no knowledge of what they did or had to do. 


The second and most important reason as to why we should not attribute the 
actions of the party of spies to their non-acquaintence with the criteria 

of sociology, rather they tried to purposely neglect this criterion and alter 
the ‘status quo” to the “desired situation,” is that it is unacceptable that 
during this process they were unaware of what was going on in Iran. On the 
contrary, with due consideration to their objectives and the "mother party” 
they instigated their desired principles. 


Perhaps an example in this regard could clarify the problems better. The 
leaders of the Tudeh Party speak about another case of high treason and that 
is the Azarbaijan Democratic Party. Ebrahimi, a member of the Central Com 
mittee of the party of spies and the individual responsible for the Azarbaijan 
organization, says that the Azarbaijan Democratic Party was formed with the 
acquiescence of Stalin and except for three or four persons, the rest were 

all notable members of the Tudeh Party in Azarbaijan. He adds that "the 
formation of the Democratic faction had a direct relation with the request for 
the northern oil concession." In this respect Kianuri says "that the cal- 
amity of Azarbaijan was nothing but high treason towards our country and the 
result of the activities of our party and a great defeat for us.” 


Can the great defeat of the Tudeh Party be attributed to their non- 
acquaintance with Iranian sociology? Had they in this regard, as in others, 
nad any decision-making power so that they could act on the basis of their 
knowledge toward Iranian society? 


The curtains have been lifted to a certain degree, but it seems that the mem 
bers of the party of spies have, in their agitation, endeavoured to flip 
through the pages of the dark book of history of the party very rapidly, so 
that the reader would fail to find any time to survey the facts within each 
line of this thick book of treason. 


12382 
CSO: 4640/14 


131 








PAKISTAN 


PRO-SINDHUDESH POLITICIAN G. M. SAYID CRITICIZED 
Lahore NAWA-I-WAOT in Urdu 7 Oct 83 p 3 
[Article by Mujib-ur Rahman Shami: "Whose is That Stick?"} 


[Text] An editor of an English newspaper in Islamabad has taken a personal 
tour of Sind. While returning to his headquarters he stopped in Lahore and 
relatea his impressions to a small gathering here of the intelligentsia 

of the city. We are committing to paper some of what he said here. This 
gentleman met with G. M. Sayid and has informed his readers that Mr Sayid 
says his morning prayers regularly. There is a map of “Sindhudesh"” hanging 
in his sitting room on which is written "The country of Sind--a nation in 
chains." This is also the name of a book of his. The 81 year old Sayid 
has a sharp memory. His personal "record room” is praiseworthy. Every 
word of his correspondence with the Quaid-i Azam [Muhammad Ali Jinnah] 

is safe in his files. This gentleman who had presented the Pakistan 
Resolution in the Sind Assembly and who at one time had worked day and night 
for Pakistan is now not even willing to hear the name of Pakistan. 


This editor has also published the precepts of this "elder.” He has 

lashed out at several Pakistani politicians. He has described Mr. Bhutto 
as coarse and inferior, and has favored Mr. Wali Khan with the same title. 
He was shocked that Wali Khan did not support him when Mujib [ur Rahman] had 
presented his 6 points and made then an elections manifesto. Sayid had 
gone to Mr. Wali Khan and suggested that these same points be proposed for 
the four provinces of West Pakistan as well. He thought that provincial 
self-determination between Sind, Punjab, the Frontier and Baluchistan should 
also be determined on the basis of thsee 6 points but (according to him) 
Wali Khan refused, saying that the Frontier province took from rather than 
gave to the center, and too much autonomy could not be beneficial for it. 
Its problems would increase rather than decrease. G. M. Sayid has also made 
the citizens of the Punjab the target of his accusations and abuse on 
occasion. In fact, he has laid the responsibility for the break up of 
Pakistan at their feet and has said that the Punjabis did not give East 
Pakistan its rightful share of power. 


This gentleman ended all these analyses with the point that now it is not 
necessary to save Pakistan but to tear it apart. According to him, the 
MRD [Movement for the Restoration of Democracy] is seeking to save Pakistan 








is supporting its preservation, and is demanding the restoration of 
democracy under the 1973 constitution, and it is therefore unacceptable to 
him. He has told all of his "disciples" that they should not take part in 
the MRD movement, but should wait for an opportune moment to break up the 
country. Mr. Sayid is against the 1975 constitution and is against 
democracy. He is afraid that they will interfere with his plan to break up 
Pakistan and will create an obstacle in the way of his intentions. 

G. M. Sayid is a frustrated man. His political life is a very long one but 
he has suffered continual disappointments. After the establishment of the 
One Unit his feeling of frustration grew even more severe. He had only been 
able to establish his reputation on the level of Sind, so when the province 
grew larger and became West Pakistan his stature was fi rther diminished. 
The form his dwarfishness has taken now in his old age is that his world 

in his village Sann has shrunken to just his house. 


Besides Pakistan, this gentleman has also upon occasion demonstrated a lack 
of respect in regard to Islam, and has written things which would have been 
audacious even for a non-Muslim. If he says the morning prayers then 
perhaps it is because his own confidence in what he has al.ready written 

is weakening. His advancing age has made him feel the necessity of setting 
things right with God Almighty. He has written a great deal about Pakistan 
as well, but from the recent discussion it seems that his feeling of 
“rustration had greatly increased. He has not been able to find anyone to 
agree with him. In the 1970 elections too, he had to face an exemplary 
defeat, and in 1977 he had no following whatsoever. 


The Sind which G. M. Sayid prides himself on serving is not prepared to 
heed his voice. This is why he has had to fix his hopes on foreign powers 
rather than on the Sindhi people. The Sind of today, like that of 
yesterday, has reiected this individual. It is not prepared to strangle 
itself in anger. There is the light of hope for every Pakistani in Sayid's 
frustration, but it should not be forgotten that in politics no decision is 
final. G. M. Sayid is against the MRD because it is trying to save 
Pakistan, but there are also people who are against the MRD because it is 
trying to hurt the country. There are elements of many varied philosophies 
zathered beneath the umbrella of the MRD, but those who would with one word 
brand them all as enemies of the country and who would drive all of its 
members with a single stick should see whose stick they are using. Could 
not this stick become the solace of G. M. Sayid's old age? 


SO: 4656/17 END 











